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Now starting their second Century of Service, Drakes 
continue to consolidate the outstanding renown of those 
Hundred and One Special Features which the world 
of Gas Engineering associates with Gas Plant by 


“ERCP ETT TTL 


Telephone: ‘ es as Telegrams: 
Halifax 4701 PBEx. Sy Draketed, Halifax 
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Peetent Submerged 


ASH 
CONVEYORS 


DUSTLESS, NOISELESS, 
LOW POWER CONSUMPTION 


1 Troughed slow~speed rubber beltcarrying 
the ash, the weight of which is largely The submerged belt principle of 
water-borne. the John Thompson conveyor re=- 
Q Water-trough, which quenches the ash, duces wear and renewals to 
minimises abrasion, and reduces friction incredibly small proportions, so 
to a small figure. that the single moving part, a rub~ 
ber belt submerged in water hasa 
3 Side sealing plate, preventing ash from long trouble~free life. 
penetrating to underside of belt. This type of conveyor is adapt~ 
able to any kind of boiler plant. 
4 Return belt. No excavations. 


JOHN THOMPSON WATER TUBE BOILERS L™ 


A subsidiary of the John Thompson Engineering Company Ltd. WOLVERHAMPTON : Also Footscray, Australia 
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RETORT HOUSE = 
GOVERNOR 


Diaphragm Type with relay control. 


Lil 


Foul Gas does not come in contact with 
Relay System. 


Suitable for any type of Retort, horizontal 
or vertical. 


Wllldddéf 


i 


Adaptable to existing settings. 


Vl 


Running cost nil. 


Accurate control. 


We have a large number of these Governors at work, 
all giving the greatest satisfaction—with repeat orders. 
These Governors have replaced other types. 





CHESTERFIELD 
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NUECES 


Ms: spadaboel 
CHhiciency 
wil 
apiiewit 


Prexifics of a ala on 


(evected at ground level, or elevated upon structures, 
ey all embodying the Lelead principles i iM accordance 
with modern requirements ) 


aze wend by 


MTT 


R. & J. DEMPSTER, LTD. 


SPECIALISTS IN THE DESIGN, MANUFACTURE, AND ERECTION OF BY-PRODUCT PLANT, 
CONDENSERS, DETARRERS, GASHOLDERS, PURIFIERS, TANKS, WASHERS, WATER GAS 
AND HYDROGEN PLANT, AND OTHER TYPES OF GAS AND CHEMICAL PLANT. 


HEAD OFFICE & WORKS: GAS PLANT WORKS, MANCHESTER, 10. 
PHONE: COLLYHURST 2554-5-6: WIRE: “SCRUBBER, MANCHESTER.” 





LONDON OFFICE: 34 VICTORIA STREET, S.W.1. PHONE: ABBEY 4426. WIRE: “SCRUBBER, SOWEST.” 


A 
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Apart from making excellent GAS STREET LIGHTING 


EQUIPMENT 


manufacture 
large quantities of 


QUALITY 
BRASSWORK 


for a variety of uses 


PHONE: VICTORIA 3211 








JRUAIN J& IG AGI 


George Glover & Co. Ltd., 





Se an ee ern eee 


St 
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OUT OF THE RUT 


Lack of mechanisation leaves jobs stuck in a rut. With its swift 
manoeuvrability, this two-ton crane—as easy to handle as car—can 
entirely alter the complexion of your handling problems. And handling, 
in many kinds of work, is both the main brake on speed and a large 
absorber of manpower. Let Chaseside lift your job out of the rut ! ©, 


CHASESIDE 


CHASESIDE ENGINEERING COMPANY LTD.: 
Station Works East, Hertford, Herts. Telephone: Hertford 3113 
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BROCKHOUSE 
GAS-FIRED 


STEAM _ BOILERS 


The BROCKHOUSE GAS-FIRED STEAM BOILER represents the most modern equipment 
for steam-raising for heating and industrial purposes. Designed to give long life, the 
boiler is of all-steel construction with riveted side and end plates. Suitable for working 
pressures up to 100 Ib. per square inch gauge. it is available in a standard range of 
sizes from 30 Ib. to 300 Ib. steam per hour. 


Adaptable for Industrial Steam processes for Dairies, Dry Cleaning, Bottle Washing, 
Bakers’ Ovens, Kitchens, etc. 


The BROCKHOUSE AUTOMATIC CONDENSATE RETURN SYSTEM can be supplied 
complete with drawing, wiring diagram and fixing details, ready for connection to 
steam condensate mains to give fully automatic control combined with economy and 
efficiency. 


[ B. 1. F.—See our exhibit on STAND No. D.405/304. |] 


Full details and schemes on request from 
our Technical Advisory Service Department. 


BROCKHOUSE HEATER CO., LTD., 


Makers of the ‘‘SELFSTOKE” Automatic Gravity Feed Boiler 


VICTORIA WORKS, HILL TOP, WEST BROMWICH. 
Telephone : WEDnesbury 0243. 


London Office: MORLEY HALL, 25-26, ST. GEORGE ST., 
HANOVER SQUARE, W.I. Telephone: MAYfair 8783/8788. 





Holden 











Co 
Co 
per 


CONSERVE THE NATION’S FUEL 


BY INSTALLING 


PARKER ENGINES 


By using steam from your waste heat boilers 


you can obtain power for your works without 


burning extra fuel. 


YOU WILL ALSO BE INDEPENDENT 
IN THE EVENT OF AN INTERRUPTION 
OF THE PUBLIC SUPPLY. 


We shall be pleased to submit proposals on 


receipt of your enquiry. 
Fea Pie a 


150 kw. A.C. Generating Set 


ASHWORTH & PARKER LTD. 


RIVERSIDE WORKS - - - - BURY. 
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Condenser installed for the Preston Gas 
Company, capacity 6.0 Million cu. ft. 
ber day vertical retort gas. 


Whessoe have played an important part in the 
development of high efficiency, rectangular, multi-pass, vertical water- 


tube vas condensers, now widely employed on account of the ease 


oa) 
of maintenance together with minimum surface requirement and 
water consumption. A feature of the Whessoe design is the means 


employed for flushing the gas side of the water tubes for the 
pro} s 


removal of deposits. 


HESSOE 


WHESSOE LIMITED DARLINGTON 


t ON DON 2 C4 REA STR WV Ff: ABBEY 
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THE QUICK, LABOUR-SAVING Pnstilis has for— 
GAS or WATER Copper Tube Installations 


The JEAVONS Patent Compression Joint has immense advantages over any other. 


LLLLLLALL LLL LL 


It ensures a completely Gas-tight or Water-tight connection - instantly made or 
instantly dismantled with a turn or 80 


of a spanner. 


LLL LM 


Write for a copy of this Booklet des- 
crfbing its outstanding advantages. 


LM” 


PPLE 


TIPTON , STAFFS 


(PROPS: E. E. JEAVONS & CO. LTD.) 


"PHONE: TIPTON_2161 "GRAMS: “PIPELINES,ETIPTON”’ 


ITIIIVIFISADIBS. shehetrnirtet ates acaicictinteriinsnceczatell 


\ 








The bulk of the 
requirements in :; 
Gas Works can be 
by the use of 
Waste Heat Boil 
by releasing 
boiler fuel for the 
user. May we inv 
the potential eco 
which can be 
YOUR Works 
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GUIDE FRAMED 
SPIRAL 
WATERLESS 
HIGH PRESSURE 
REPAIRS AND 
INSPECTION 
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GASHOLDERS x TANKS, = 


(o) v1) a) 4 a1 1) 
RIVETTED OR WELDED. 


= 
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“A BBIRKO” FORCE PUMPS 


For Clearing Gas Service Pipes 
PUMPS OF QUALITY: 


EFFICIENCY 
: GUARANTEED 


WE MAKE TWO MODELS VIZ., 


NO. 77: FITTED WITH FULLWAY COCK, 
SINGLE STAGE PUMP, DESIGNED FOR 
GENERAL UTILITY WORK. 


NO. 35B: IMPROVED HIGH PRESSURE 
FORCE PUMP FITTED WITH TWO STAGE 
PUMP, INSTANTANEOUS PISTON RELEASE 
COCK, 300 Ibs. PRESSURE GAUGE. 


MULTIFLE SCREWED ADAFTOR CAN 
BE SUPPLIED WITH EITHER PATTERN. 


re < 
No, 77 MODEL Write for particulars to Sole Makers : No, 358 MODEL 


ABBOTT, BIRKS & CO. LTD. 


Waterloo 4066 (4 lines). $0-91 Blackfriars Road, LONDON, S.E.I. ’Grams : ‘“‘Abbirko, Sedist, London.”’ 
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Safe ! — Dependable ! 


Economical ! 


THE hundred-and-one uses to which PYREX Brand Glassware 

has been put, have proved beyond measure that this 
world-famous glassware fulfils the many claims made for it as 
a basis for successful scientific tests, experiment and practice. 


By virtue of the low co-efficient of expansion of 3:2 x 10° 
per degree centigrade, the structure of PYREX Brand Glass- 
ware can be made more robust than that of ordinary 
composition. This feature gives it additional mechanical 
strength, providing greater safety and dependability in every- 
day handling, and thus saving a high percentage of the cost 
of replacement. Even taking into account its higher initial 
cost, PYREX Brand Scientific Glassware is far more 
economical in use than ordinary glassware. 


By specifying PYREX Brand for your laboratory, you ensure 
the greatest possible efficiency, both in research work, and 
in productive processes. 


See our Stand at the B.I.F. Earls Court (nos. R33 and R35) where 
samples of PYREX Brand Industrial Glassware will be exhibited. 


REX 
PYREX 


ul 

i PYREX Brand Scientific Glassware is supplied 

only through Laboratory Furnishers, but illus- 

trated ca ue and two free copies of our 

Chemist's Notebook will sent direct on 
application to us. 


JAMES A. JOBLING & CO. LTD., 
Wear Glass Works, 
SUNDERLAND. TBOA 


) 
i 


La 
= i 
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*t last long if everyone 


g hard. 


n Crisis wouldn 


Old Ma . 
an—busy savin 


were like Mrs. Wisem 


> says she. 
And Ym looking after Number One, SY 
"; i ificate I 
every 10/- Savings Certifica 
‘ Because 


! 
13/- tax free in ten yoaTe' 


bu becomes : 
da thousand [ll have em and 


n aftor 
If I ca y certificates from 


£650.’ Bu 


500 into 
turn £ or Savings Group. 


your Bank, Post Office 


SAVE THE BANK WAY 


ou about a new, = ~~ 
] ther 
i National Savings Capen Page 
ei ry regular investment, ope 
urchase : 
oer to customers 


Issued by the National Savings Committee 


erga RRM aE 


1 MARSEILLE NOON EI EP 
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EARLY IN THE MORNING 


thousands of Kingsland Controllers are either turning 


on or turning off a gas supply. 


OFF go the street 


lights at the right time, 


in any weather. 


ON go the domestic 


boilers—while the house- 
holder sleeps. 


ry one 


hard. 


S she. ; 
' ON go a thousand 


I 2 F 
ate and one industrial 


ears ! appliances, ready for 
n and } work when _ operatives 


from arrive at the factories. 
yroup. 


Immediate delivery from stock. 


= | THE X0NGSLAWD CONTROLLER 


“The clock that sets with a click” 
THE GAS METER CO. LTD., 238 Kingsland Road, London, E.2 


asoenemsi.somar: CMGM 16 
Committee 
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Wherever GAS is used 
youll find 


“Tl ¥, ae WOR W BOOS O 
(AO) (2019 
Es Mf ~ ew OEM wi OOF 


H249 0 o 


Na Pe ab: yas 2ytsk 


hawaii 





DOLPHIN SQUARE 
LONDON, S.W.! 
Architect : Gordon Jeeves, F.R.I.B.A. 
Builders: Richard Costain Ltd. 

Gas Carcassing 
Installed by 


WILLIAM EDGAR & SON LTD. 


WM. EDGAR «SON LTD. Blenheim Works, Madernerenniiil London.W.6. Tel. Riverside 3486 


See our exhibit at THE BUILDING CENTRE, 9, Conduit Street, W.|I. 
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METERS 


WITH OR WITHOUT PRE-PAYMENT /DEVICE 


Helliwells 


The four features of the Helliwell 
prepayment mechanism, shown here, 
warrant the careful consideration of 
the Gas Engineer. 


1. Complicated gearing has been 
avoided, and the mechanism is con- 
sequently rendered absolutely trouble- 
free. 


2. The mechanism can be supplied to 
operate with pennies or shillings only. 
Alternatively, it can be supplied as a 
Company’s optional Bi-coin meter, in 
which case changing from pennies to 
shillings or vice versa, is a simple 
matter involving only a minute or so to 
accomplish. This can easily be carried 
out in situ. 


3. A device is incorporated which, in 
the event of a dirty valve, etc., will 


“cash balance” the meter ; the fact that unpaid-for gas has been passed is 
indicated to the consumer by the red figures on the prepayment dial. Thus 
the Company and the Consumer are safeguarded and the mechanism is 


protected from strain. 


4. This device can also be utilized to provide gas fora by-pass to refrigerators, 
etc., after the main supply has been shut off. 


Messrs. Helliwells Ltd. will be pleased to arrange demonstrations and 
technical consultations with Gas Engineers on application to either the 
Treforest factory or the head office at the Airport, Walsall, and meters for 
test purposes can be supplied immediately. 


Helliwells Lid 


TREFOREST TRADING ESTATE 


POR V CRISS 
GLAMORSANSHIRE 


HEAD OFFICE: 
THE AIRPORT 


WALSALL 
STAFFORDSHIRE 
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™ DAINTY . 


Chief | CIE ratte 


3-15a, GAOL LANE, HALIFAX 


TELEPHONE: 3224 TELEGRAMS:.*‘ TOOLS HALIFAX’ 
Streamlined 


modern 


aia aie Pan Shovel 
iron construc- Bits and 


tion and many 
other special RETORT 
features — HOUSE 
TOOLS 


notably OF ALL 
economical KINDS . 


consumption 
of gas. 





LARGE STOCKS - 
- GOOD DELIVERY 
R. RUSSELL & SONS LTD. 
PEEL FOUNDRY, DERBY 


Agents for Scotland & Northern Ireland: 
JAMES R. THOMSON & CO., 10, Blythswood St., GLASGOW, C.2. 








TO ENSURE PRESSURE-TIGHT JOINTS 


SPECIFY 


TAPER THREAD 


MALLEABLE IRON PIPE FITTINGS & UNIONS 


Made by 


WALTER SLINGSBY & CO., LTD., 
WOODHOUSE WORKS, KEIGHLEY 


Grams: “ Malleable’’ Keighley. Phone: Keighley 3749 (2 lines) 
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WCASTLE 


VELLS 
p 


g 


PRESS&SON 


Thirty-Frve Years’ Service to the Gas Industry 


38, OLD QUEEN STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W.1 
Telephone: WHItehall 1752 Telegrams: Unwater, Parl., London 
WILLOUGHBY LANE, TOTTENHAM, N.17 
Telephone: Tottenham 2665/6/7 Telegrams: Unwater, Southtot, London 
NEWCASTLE LIVERPOOL CARDIFF CAMBRIDGE 
Blaydon 91 Connah’s Quay 200 Cardiff 2740 Papworth St. Agnes 69 


OXFORD “TUNBRIDGE WELLS WELLS (Somerset) 
Oxford 47348 Tun. Wells 413 Wells 277 





500 


eee ee ome ee ee 
WESTBURY & SEEND 


ORE & OXIDE CO. LTD. 


Producers of Purifying Oxides 


‘* Westox ” 


“ Seenox ” 


“Seenorox” x 


Orders for these vastly 
improved oxides are 
now being booked . 


HEAD OFFICE + 


West Road, Midsomer Norton, 
Nr. Bath 


Telephone - Midsomer Norton 281 


a 


- 
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SCOTTISH NON-FERROUSSTUBEINDUSTRIES, LTD. | 
Works: Hillington, Glasgow, S.W.2 
SALES OFFICE : 4, Blythswood Square, Glasgow *Phone ; DOUglas 7020 





THE STANTON 
COMPANY 


IRONWORKS 
LIMITED 


—_—_—— 


NEAR 
NOTTINGHAM 
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SERVICE EXTENDED 


We have pleasure in announcing yet another addition to the Denso 
Anti-Corrosive Service . . . . the Denso Wrapping Machine—developed 
to meet the increasing use of Denso Tape for the complete protection of 


Mains and Service Pipes. 


Available in two models —the ‘“N.T.” 35 Ib. bench model for fixing 
to fitter’s truck or tripod — and the “G.L.” 134 Ib. fully portable model 


which can be used in the trench. 


8, LTD. . Both machines are easily operated and embody these revolutionary 


Uslas 7020 features that definitely 


SPEED THE JOB! 


Machines wrap under tension ensuring even wrap and regular overlap. 


Easily adjusted for simultaneous overwrapping. 
Automatic smoothing — economical wrapping. 


Pipes being wrapped do not revolve — permits use of slightly bent 
pipes. 


Pipes can be wrapped with Speed, Certainty and Economy — ON 
THE SITE! 


Illustrated literature giving further details of both models, is available. 


A ae ee a ee a a a OL eee A dh ee 


WINN & COALES' LTD. 


Terminal House, Grosvenor Gardens, London, S.W.1 
TELEPHONE AND TELECRAMS: SLOANE 6264. 
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YO 


KIRKHAM, HULETT & CHANDLER LTD. 


UNION FOUNDRY, MANSFIELD, NOTTS. Phone : MANSFIELD 1256/7 


{MMULULLLULLLUULLQLLLLULLLLCLLERULALALELULU LULU ULLAL LUT 
WASHERS for Ammonia and Benzol Extraction 
PURIFIERS AND PREHEATERS for Sulphur Extraction 
CONDENSERS for Water Extraction 


BENZOL PLANTS and TAR EXTRACTORS 


UNEARTH 


LONDON OFFICE : 


NORFOLK STREET, STRAND, W.C.2 
Grams : WASHER, ESTRAND, LONDON 


NORFOLK HOUSE, 
Phone : TEMPLEBAR 2943 


SISSON STEAM ENGINES 


FOR LONG PERIOD CONTINUOUS RUNNING 


HICH SPEED 
TOTALLY ENCLOSED 


MECHANICAL 
LUBRICATION 


SPEED ADJUSTMENT 
CEAR 


DUST EXCLUDING 
FITTINGS (if required) 


EXCEPTIONALLY LOW 
STEAM CONSUMPTION 
UNDER VARYING 
LOADS OBTAINED BY 
SISSON PATENT 
AUTOMATIC CRANK- 
SHAFT COVERNOR 


Telephones : 
2295 & 6 Gloucester 


SISSON ENGINE DIRECT COUPLED TO FAN FOR SPENCER-BONECOURT WASTE 
HEAT BOILER 


W. SISSON & Co. Ltd., 
GLOUCESTER, ENGLAND. 


FOR DRIVINC— 
EXHAUSTERS, 
BOOSTERS, 
DYNAMOS, 

FANS, 
PUMPS, 
SKIP HOISTS, 
LIFTS, 
C.W.@. PLANT 
BENZOLE AND 
AMMONIA WASHER 
ELEVATORS. 
BY DIRECT COUPLING, 
CHAIN, BELT OR GEAR 


® 
SISSON PATENT 
AUTOMATIC CONTROL 
GEAR CAN BE 
COMBINED WITH 


“ELEVATOR AND 


Telegrams : 
“Sisson, Gloucester ’”’ 
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, 1948 March 10, 1948 "GAS JOURNAL 503 


YOUR SCRAP CLEAR OUT YOUR SCRAP + CLEAR OUT YOUR SCRAP * CLEAR OUT YOUR SCRAP * CLEAR OUT YOUR SCRAP 





y It is not enough that there should be general agreement 
as to the vital need for more steel, we must all do something 
about it. 


The production target of 14 million tons for 1948 will 
be reached providing the steelworks get their raw materials. 
The most important of these, Scrap, must come from the 
industries of this country. 





RS, You should undertake now a general survey of Works and 
Yards with the object of discarding all old plant and material. 
The comb-out must be ruthless, with no thought of the 













18, ' possible usefulness, sometime, of any particular item. 

ANT Our job is to prepare Scrap for the Steelworks. We 
AND ° 4 

WASHER should be glad to advise on any’ problem arising from your 
casi survey and to arrange for regular clearance of your materials. 


OR GEAR 


wzi COX & DANKS LT? 


Se IRON AND STEEL SCRAP PRODUCERS 


)R AND 
PNCINES SHEFFIELD - STEVENSON ROAD, ATTERCLIFFE -_ Telephone: 41216 


MANCHESTER - FREDERICK ROAD, PENDLETON - Telephone: Pen. 2481 
BIRMINGHAM - LANGLEY GREEN, OLDBURY -_ Telephone: Broadwell 1611 
LONDON - Scapa HouSE, PARK ROYAL ROAD, N.W. 10 - Telephone: Elgar 5811 
AND AT - SWANSEA - COVENTRY - BEDFORD - NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE 


oucester”’ 
CLEAR OUT YOUR SCRAP + CLEAR OUT YOUR SCRAP - CLEAR OUT YOUR SCRAP * CLEAR OUT YOUR SCRAP - CLEAR OUT 
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“AGS” Gas Meters 


Unsurpassed for 
Quality 
Accuracy 
Reliability 





A. G. SUTHERLAND LTD. 


Head Office: Warwick Road, Greet, BIRMINGHAM, II, and at LONDON and NOTTINGHAM 





LAY. Paint with Silica-Graphite as the all- 


important Pigment because it is inert and 

ir has no chemical action on the vehicle. It 
follows that this will give better protection 
and longer life. AVARC Red Lead 
Graphite Primer has definite advantages 
over straight Red Lead for priming work. 
It has a uniform weight per gallon, will 
brush out more easily and smoothly, and 
will cover conservatively 4000 sq. ft. to 
the cwt. Combined with finishing coats in 
any of the colours in our Silica-Graphite 
range, it gives a flexible film which will 
prevent rust and corrosion under any 
atmospheric conditions. 








THE CHEAPEST PAINT PER YEAR OF SERVICE 


ALSO in constant use 


AVARC PURE FLAKE LUBRICATING GRAPHITE. 3 grades — 
Coarse, Fine, Very Fine. 


AVARC GRAPHITE PIPE-JOINT COMPOUND for Steam, Gas, 
Air or Water screwed and flanged joints. 


AVARC GRAPHITE BOND for Oil and Petrol pipe joints. 
AVARC BOILER GRAPHITE makes descaling easy, etc. 7 


Send for Complete Price List 


CIR AVIS EY 


SPECIALISTS IN GRAPHITE 


22 Duchy Street, Stamford Street, London, S.E.1. 
Telephone: WATerloo 4732/3. Telegrams: ‘Crucigraph, Sedist, London.” 


AG7B 
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INTERESTED IN SPECIFIC GRAVITY ? 
-.e-2-- OF COURSE! 


Each gas man must be: 
It affects all phases of his work 


GIVES A TRUE RECORD OF ALL FLUCTUATIONS: AUTO. 

MATICALLY CORRECTS FOR G.V. FACTOR VARIATIONS : AND 

CAN ITSELF BE CHECKED BY “DEAD-WEIGHT” ON SITE. 

COMPLETE TECHNICAL INFORMATION IS GIVEN IN BROCHURE 
SRG an 


AVAILABLE ON APPLICATION 


ALEXANDER WRIGHT « © [1D 


: 1, WESTMINSTER PALACE GARDENS, WESTMINSTER, 5S.W.1! 
—~ 3 le . "PHONE: ABBEY 2207. "GRAMS: “Precision, Sowest London ”’ 
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; a | The Vulcan Type “B” may be 
ICE Rast 77 mounted on floor joists or supplied 

WU | with an extended foot masked by a 
black japanned trim. As shown, 
with extended hot plate and flue 
trough and with the patent fireproof 
glass door the type “B” conforms 
creditably to modern kitchen design. 
A choice of plain enamelled door, 
with variations of capacity and fin- 
ish, adapt the cooker to any scheme. 











THE VULCAN STOVE CO. LTD., 


TELEPHONE: 5301-2 EXETER 
TELEGRAMS: “VULCAN, EXETER” 
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BANK ON 
‘M & M’ 
METER 
LOCKS 
for 





; SECURITY 


As the Bank of England , The quickest and cheapest way to 
has beena symbol of security life most loads of from 5 cwts. to 10 
throughout the World for tons is by King Electric Chain Pulley 
sé generations—so isthe ‘M & Block. King Blocks are built for 
M’ Meter Lock the symbol of gas meter security. Meter locks—perhaps ‘the needle S continous heavy duty and are made 
in the haystack’ of gas industry equipment can be the guardian of profits and is there- ; , in three models : Minor Major and 
fore worthy of serious consideration. The ‘M&M’ lock will resist almost any form Ue J Mammoth. Each block is fitted with 
of violence, will not rust and gives years of faultless service. Lever type, recognised ; push button control, and patent limit 
as the safest type, it Is a trouble-free lock worth double any cheap imitations—but : 4 switches for top and bottom travel 
let us quote you and send sample lock to prove our claim. zs and to guard against incorrect feed- 
H ‘ , ne ve the chain, Write for illustrated 

f oklet. 


M * 
— | GEO. W. KING LTD. 


T 
36 & 38 New Charles St. PATEN Makers of Electric Pulley Blocks, Cranes and 


Gtty Rend, 5.6.1 Conveyors. Write for illustrated booklets. 


er P.B.G. WORKS . HITCHIN . HERTS 





CONVEYORS, 
ELEVATORS, 
BUNKERS, ROOFS, 
HOISTS, Etc. 


COAL AND COKE 
SCREENING & SIZING 
PLANTS. 


RETORT SETTINGS 
PRODUCERS, FURNACES 
REPAIRS. 


——* 
ii 


IT 
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RATOR 

MI- SILICA 

=] > N - RETORTS 
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Manufacturers of 
Fire Bricks, Lumps © Tiles 


OF. EVERY DESCRIPTION 
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FOR LABOUR-SAVING AND 


EFFICIENT SPRAYING 


These sprayers are both labour-saving and 
effective in performance. They have proved 
themselves in many gas undertakings, and 
gas engineers using them consider they are 
all that we claim for them. Specialising 
in spraying apparatus, our wide range 
of productions includes machines for 
white-washing, disinfecting, creosoting and 
paint spraying. Tell us your spraying 
problem —our long experience can help you. 


Prices on application. 


The 
‘FOUR OAKS” 
Cold Medal 
*‘ Bridgwater” 
Pattern 
The special feature of this 
pump is that the pump 


bucket works entirely 
outside the liquid. 


18 Gallons, 


Other patterns of smaller 
capacity and lower prices. 


Cooking Appliances 


BENHAM SERVICE TO 
Gas Undertakings comprises 
manufacture and supply of 
gas and steam cooking appli- 
ances, the planning of kitch- 
ens and kitchen ventilation. 
Improvements to 
installations. 


existing 


Large new Mk III solid-top Range. 
Piccadilly Hotel, W. 


BENHAM & SONS, LIMITED 
66, Wigmore St., London, W.|. 
(Welbeck 9253) 

Branches : BOURNEMOUTH - CARDIFF 
BIRMINGHAM - (GLASGOW - DUBLIN 
MANCHESTER « BRIGHTON 
JOHANNESBURG 


THE FOUR OAKS SPRAYING MACHINE CO., 
FOUR OAKS WORKS - FOUR OAKS - BIRMINGHAM. 


Telegrams : ‘‘SPRAYER, FOUR OAKS.” Telephone: FOUR OAKS 305. 
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PLANNED HEATING AND VENTILATING 


GAS FIRED AIR HEATERS these units are 


designed for space air heating and have a high efficiency together 


" with all the other essentials of a good unit heater. 


Weldex Gas Fired Heaters are only 
available at the present in one size, 
namely, to give 94,000 B.T.U.’s (with 
gas of 475 calorific value) per hour ; 
sufficient for approx. 25,000 cubic ft. 
of room space. 


The heating element is made from 
stainless steel to ensure long life. 


They are fitted with automatic 
control cut outs to render them safe in 
the event of failure in gas or electrical 


supplies. 


Operation of these units during the 
normal working period can be simply 
effected by switching on and off the 
electrical supply and, therefore, can be 
satisfactorily controlled by a standard 
thermostat if required. 


We | | eX HEATERS = 


dear, Vi 
Electrofi 


FOR SPECIALIST INSTALLATIONS [et 


WEL 
TERS WELLINGTON TUBE WORKS LTD GREAT BRIDGE STAFFORDSHIRE 
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THE GAS BILL IN COMMITTEE STAGE 


The Standing Committee on the Gas Bill had its first meeting on February 26. 


Under the chairmanship of Mr. J. 


Diamond, Labour Member for Blackley, the committee consists of 38 members, of whom 24 represent Labour, 13 Con- 
servatives, and one National Liberal. We have attended meetings of the committee and have been impressed with the very 
close attention which this major measure to nationalize the gas industry has met and is meeting. Following the publica- 
tion of the Bill on January 23 (the Bill was summarized in the “Journal” of January 28), we have dealt dispassionately in 
our columns week by week with the course which the Bill has taken through its Second Reading in the House of Commons; 
and concurrently with our epitomized story, bristling with what we consider to have been the salient points, we have given 
our own views and comment. We now turn to the Standing Committee Stage, continuing at first hand our story of Gas 
Nationalization. 


T the first sitting of the committee, Mr. Boyd-Carpenter 

(C., Kingston-on-Thames) moved that in Part I of the 

Bill scheduling the establishment and general functions 

of the Area Boards, there should be substituted, instead of the 
duty “ to develop and maintain an efficient, co-ordinated, and 
economical supply of gas for their area,’ “to provide a 
cheap and abundant supply of gas.” There followed lengthy 
debate on what is implied by “cheap” and what is meant 
by “ efficient.” Mr. Boyd-Carpenter said that consumers are 
alarmed at the rising prices which have occurred in every 
other nationalized industry, and that this disquiet cannot be 
removed merely by assurances from the Minister that, 
although other nationalized industries have failed in this way, 
the gas industry under nationalization will succeed. Support- 
ing the amendment Sir H. Lucas-Tooth (C., Hendon S.), 
remarked that obviously if prices generally continue to rise it 
may be that gas will be cheap, even though it becomes more 
expensive than it is now. Again, the word “ efficient” has 
no bearing on the question of the quantity of gas. “If,” he 
observed, “in order to provide gas for an outlying village 
it would be necessary to incur any heavy expenditure, out 
of all proportion to what the Board have expended generally. 
the provision of gas in such circumstances would be relatively 
inefficient. . . . The word ‘efficient’ in itself has no direct 
bearing on price.”” And what did the Minister mean by the 
word “co-ordinated”? Did he mean that the supply was 
to be co-ordinated within the area of each board, or did he 
mean that the Boards were to co-ordinate their supply one 
with another? Mr. Gaitskell replied that the word “ efficient ” 
might cover the word “cheap,” but that the word “cheap” 
did not cover the-word “ efficient”; and he added that it was 
no part of their idea that in all circumstances and regardless 
of heavy losses they were bound to lay on gas to some remote 
farm in a remote area and sell gas there at a rate which 
involved heavy losses. Mr. P. G. Roberts (C., Ecclesall) 
spoke about “abundance.” He remarked that if it is not to 
be the duty of the Gas Council to get as much coal as they 
can to produce gas, then when they come up against the 
National Coal Board, they are going to be in a difficult posi- 
tion. “The N.C.B. will say that it is their duty to supply 
and distribute coal as they think best. The Gas Council will 
say that they have no duty to provide an abundant supply 


of gas. . . . It should be the duty of the Gas Council to get 
as much of the raw material as they can. ... The duty 
should be placed on the Area Boards to see that in so far 
as in them lies every possible step is taken to ensure that 
when the people turn on the tap they get the gas at full 
pressure, which they are entitled to expect.” 

It was suggested by Col. R. 8S. Clarke (C., East Grinstead) 
that the “elder brother” of the nationalized fuel group—i.e. 
the coal industry—is bound to be the most powerful member 
of the family. In the House of Commons he is represented 
as no other interest is represented. ‘“‘In the country he is 
highly organized because, of course, of the Miners’ Union, 
who look after wages and other conditions of employment. 
The miners are dependent on the Coal Board, and the Coal 
Board is dependent on what it gets for its coal. Gas con- 
sumers are unorganized, and though comprising the greater 
part of the population they are in a weak position.” Mr. 
I. J. Pitman (C., Bath) argued that the wording in the Bill 
is not an undertaking that it is the duty of the Boards to 
provide cheap and abundant gas. “Here is the Minister,” 
remarked Mr. Brendan Bracken (C., Bournemouth), “ about 
to set up a litter of Boards. There will be some lush jobs 
coming. What will these functionaries do? What is their 
use to the public service if in fact they are not going to pro- 
vide cheap and abundant gas? . . . If they are not going to 
provide an abundance of cheap gas, what is the point of 
nationalizing the gas industry? ” 

The committee divided and the amendment was negatived 
Score: 23 to 12. 

Colonel Crosthwaite-Eyre (C., New Forest) then moved an 
insertion “ to extend supplies of gas to persons requiring such 
supplies in urban and rural areas.” He pointed out that con- 
sumers of gas have extended its use to many new branches 
during the last few years, and that there is a great deal of 
work which can be done in the rural areas. “Some months 
ago,” he remarked, “electricity rather stole a march on gas 
by making an arrangement, just before the industry was 
nationalized, with the National Farmers’ Union whereby, 
under a jointly financed scheme they were going to extend 
electricity to reasonably situated farmsteads and cottages in 
the country.” He felt that something of -the sort should be 
aimed at by the Gas Council when it takes over—if and when 
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it does. At this stage Mr. Pitman said he presumed it was the 
intention of the Minister, as far as electricity and gas were 
concerned, to maintain a degree of competition between them. 
‘““Let us suppose,” he went on, “there is a new* housing 
estate being erected. We want to arm the Area Board in 
their approach to the local authority so that they can say,‘ We 
have a duty to extend gas facilities to all urban areas; here it 
is in black and white in the Act.’ We cannot just be fobbed 
off by being told that we are going to take electricity and 
that is all that is needed.” What they wanted was for the 
Area Board to have an obligation to extend as well as an 
obligation to develop. 

The Minister replied that he was prepared to look again 
at these words, and the amendment was withdrawn. 


The Coke Position 


The committee resumed on Tuesday of last week, and 
debate first centred on the insertion of the words “and 
supply ” after “ production” in the duty of the Area Boards 
“‘to develop and maintain the efficient and economical pro- 
duction of coke.” Col. Clarke explained that in the past gas 
undertakings themselves had done a great deal of distribution 
of coke, and the amendment was merely crystallizing existing 
practice. If the Government refused to accept it he could 
only assume that they were intending in future that the 
distribution of coke should not be by the Area Boards but 
by private enterprise. The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Fuel and Power (Mr. Robens) replied that if the 
words suggested in the amendment were inserted then they 
would be laying down a duty to supply, which would mean 
in fact a reorganization of the distributive side of the coke 
industry. Those undertakings which at present had a distri- 
butive organization would obviously carry on, but they did 
not want this to reorganize the distributive trade. They had 
no intention of interfering with this trade in that way. 

The amendment was withdrawn. An amendment to insert 
“and by-products ” after “ coke” was also withdrawn. 

An amendment was then moved to add to “ coke and other 
solid fuel obtained by carbonization” the words “in the 
process of manufacturing gas.” Mr. Robens remarked that 
it was quite likely that Area Boards would be required to 
sell coke not made by themselves. It was also likely that 
surplus coke from N.C.B. coke ovens might be transferred 
in order to distribute it to Area Boards. The words sug- 
gested might restrict the Area Boards from so dealing with 
coke which they had obtained from other sources. Surely 
it was not desired to restrict the Boards from carrying out 
the work done by gas undertakings, or to prevent the Boards 
from producing the Coalite type of fuel. 

The Committee divided, and the amendment was nega- 
tived. An amendment to include “ coke fittings ” in the para- 
graph relating to the Area Boards’ powers to sell and supply 
gas fittings was accepted. 


Manufacture of Plant and Fittings 


At this stage an amendment moved by Col. Clarke to 
exclude the power of Area Boards to manufacture plant and 
fittings was dealt with. Describing such power as a new 
departure, Col. Clarke said that in the past the gas industry 
had bought or hired its plant as it required it, and in the same 
way it had bought or hired the fittings used in the consumption 
of gas. He felt that the nationalized industry would have a 
very great deal on its platewhen it started to run these services, 
and to take on a new line of country would be a mistake. 
From the point of view of the manufacturing industry itself 
this should not be permitted. That industry had a long 
established record of service to industry in general and to the 
community. Very progressive, it was continually urged on by 
competition with electricity, and it was an exceedingly well 
organized and progressive industry. ‘I know,” he said, 
“that I shall be told that if the industry can compete in 
price and in service it will get its due share of business. I 
am afraid what will happen is that the nationalized industry 
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will take over all the easy work, such as the manufacture of 
simple plant and that which is manufactured in great 
quantities, and leave the more complicated plant and fittings, 
and particularly that only produced in small quantities, to 
the private industry. . . . I feel that initiative and invention 
will be hampered and will not proceed at the pace it has 
in the past under private enterprise. . . . If our export trade 
is to be successful, it must be based on a wide turnover of 
home trade as well. If that is taken away or curbed the 
export trade cannot be carried on alone.” Mr. R. Jennings 
(C., Hallam) remarked: “ We cannot play ducks and drakes 
with what we have left of private industry. ... If the Area 
Boards compete with private industry and perhaps lose 
money, the attitude will be—it is public money, who cares! 
. . . Keep the Bill for gas and gas alone, and its ancillary 
products, but do not get into a variety of industries and let 
inexperienced people lose money hand over fist.” Mr. Pitman 
expressed the hope that the Minister would give an assurance 
that quantity manufacture of gas fittings would not be done 
by Area Boards. 

Mr. Robens, in reply, said they were not asking that Area 
Boards should have more power than that which many of 
the private companies had at the present time. In the articles 
of association of many companies there was this power. 
Why, when they set up Area Boards, should they say, “ Here 
is the job; you take over all the undertakings in your area, 
but you cannot have all the powers which they enjoy. You 
must be shorn of them, and we must make your job a little 
more difficult”? They did not propose to take over existing 
companies and, at the same time, not take over all their exist- 
ing powers. It was really a question as to whether Area 
Boards would use their powers. They were determined not 
to leave Areas Boards at the mercy of private enterprise. 
The authority given to them was protective. Area Boards 
would not be tempted to go in for manufacturing if they got 
a square deal from the existing manufacturers. 

The Committee divided, and the amendment was rejected. 
Score, as before, 23 to 12. 


The Minister’s Responsibility 

It is laid down in the Bill that an Area Board carrying out 
measures of re-organization and works of development which 
involve substantial outlay of capital account shall act in 
accordance with the general programme settled by them with 
approval of the Minister, and that the Minister shall consult 
with the Gas Council before approving any such programme. 
The exact wording is set out in sub-section (5) of Clause I of 
the Bill. Col. O. E. Crosthwaite-Eyre (C., New Forest) sug- 
gested that the whole of this sub-section should be omitted, 
maintaining that, in effect, the Minister would have absolute 
control, but no responsibility for the execution of any plan 
after he had given his approval to it. Clearly it meant that 
the Area Boards would have absolute responsibility for 
carrying out the Minister’s plan, but would have no control 
in formulating that plan. Hence there was complete divorce 
between responsibility and control. 

To this Mr. Gaitskell replied that though it was true the 
Minister would not be responsible for the execution of a plan 
he would be responsible for having approved of that plan, 
and for that responsibility he would be clearly answerable to 
Parliament. It would, he added, have been possible to give 
the Gas Council full powers for co-ordinating the plans of the 
Area Boards. It had, however, been decided against this 
case. “‘ We think,” he said, “ that the Gas Council should not 
have power to overrule the Area Boards; the Minister has 
that power, but he is answerable to Parliament for it. If the 
power were in the hands of the Gas Council and not the 
Minister, there would be no responsibility to Parliament.” 

It was not intended, he added, that the Minister should exer- 
cise detailed control over new plans, but that there should be 
submitted to him the programme, not necessarily for one year, 
but to cover a series of years, including plans of develop- 
ment, how much they would cost, and what form they would 
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take. These plans would be discussed by the Gas Council, 
and in the light of their advice the Minister would decide 
whether any alteration should be made. A degree of control 
of this nature, he emphasized, was essential. 

Col. Crosthwaite-Eyre expressed his unhappiness at the 
Minister’s reply and suggested that, in practical application of 
the scheme, the Minister would have complete control. In 
any case, how could any Member of the House know when 
any plan had been submitted to the Minister. 

Major S. Wingfield Digby (C., Dorset, W.) spoke about 
the sub-section as being dangerous in imposing a severe check 
on de-centralization or flexibility in the operation of the 
Boards. Flexibility, he thought, could not obtain if no money 
was to be had until the process of going to the Gas Council, 
and then to the Minister himself, had been fulfilled. No 
doubt, he said, the financial officials who would be in close 
touch with the Treasury would have to be consulted. 
Then, the Gas Council would have to be consulted. And 
apart from the chairman and deputy chairman and the other 
members, there would be the chairmen of the other Area 
Boards and, no doubt, each of these chairmen would have 
his own particular scheme for which he wanted money. No 
one was going to persuade him (Mr. Wingfield Digby) that all 
the other chairmen would not be as anxious to get money 
for their schemes as the chairman in question. There would, 
he thought, be a grave danger, when matters of this kind came 
before the Gas Council, of unseemly wrangle. How could 
bold policies be formulated in such circumstances? Hence he 
considered the clause evil. 

Mr. Roberts said that the clause in question constituted the 
only place in the Bill when they were entitled to ask how the 
£250 million for development were to be used. All they found 
was that a blank cheque was handed to the Minister without 
any mention of years and no question of control. 

Mr. Brendan Bracken (C., Bournemouth) remarked that the 
Minister could tell an Area Board that it was in the general 


interest of the country that they should spend a great deal 


of money on some form of development. He continued: “ The 
unfortunate Board has to find the money, but it has absolutely 
no power to say, ‘ We do not think this expenditure is a good 
thing. We will not carry it out. We have spent enough on 
the development of gas in this area at present. We do not 
want to increase prices.’ All these representations mean 
nothing, because the planners in Whitehall have only to tell 
the Minister: ‘We consider now that a good deal of money 
should be spent on the gas industry ’"—and the Minister ‘ Goes 
to it,’ as the Lord President says, and gives these instructions 
to the Area Boards. - They will then be expending large sums 
of money, perhaps against their own better judgment. That 
is the situation we envisage.” 

In reply, Mr. Gaitskell said that if the Minister was responsi- 
ble for something in an Act of Parliament he was satisfied 
that it would be possible for Members of Parliament to find 
re what he was doing or what he was not doing under the 

ct. 

The amendment by leave was withdrawn. 


A ** Conflict of Interests ”’ 


It was moved by Col. Clarke that in sub-section 6 of section 
3 of Clause 1, which covered consultation of Area Boards 
with the National Coal Board (and stated that the Area 
Board in planning and carrying out measures of reorganiza- 
tion shall consult with the N.C.B. if the N.C.B. is “ engaged 
in the area of the Area Board in activities relating to 
carbonization,” and with such other bodies engaged in such 
activities in their area as the Area Board think fit to consult) 
the words following “ carbonization ” should be omitted and 
that the words “and with the other bodies (if any) engaged 
in such activities in their area should be added.” The prin- 
ciple of the sub-section was not disputed, but it was not 
sufficiently clear. There was danger of conflict between the 
interests of the gas and coke oven industries, and this conflict 
arose because the coke ovens were making coke for steel 
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whereas the gas undertakings were not related to the output 
of steel but had relation to the demand by consumers for gas. 
There was need for the closest possible liaison between 
the two industries. Col. Clarke said he believed negotiations 
had been going on between the N.C.B. and the remaining 
independent coke ovens, which represented about 50% of 
the coke oven industry, largely affiliated to or subsidiaries 
of the steel industry, due to the taking over by the N.C.B. of 
their coke carbonizing undertakings. They felt that the inde- 
pendent coke ovens were a very satisfactory and valuable 
check on the operations of the nationalized coke ovens under 
the N.C.B. 


Mr. Robens replied that they were anxious that there 
should be consultation by the Area Boards with other people 
who were engaged in carbonizing coal. They had specifically 
mentioned the N.C.B. and they had gone on to say that they 
must consult with such other bodies engaged in such activi- 
ties as they might think fit to consult. It was in their minds 
that they should consult with steel coke ovens producing 
gas available for public use and which would be distri- 
buted though the Area Boards ; but there was no point in the 
Area Boards consulting all the little undertakers. Mr. Roberts 
asked if some words which would include undertaking’s 
carbonizing over, say, 500 tons a day, could be included. Mr. 
Robens replied that he would look into the matter and if 
possible meet the point on Report stage. 

The amendment, by leave, was withdrawn. 


‘* A Mixed Bag of Functions ” 


Sub-section 7 of Clause 1 was then debated—a sub-section 
which, in the words of Sir H. Lucas-Tooth (C., Hendon S.). 
is a “curiously mixed bag of functions.” It seemed to him 
that it would be essential for the whole sub-section to be 
re-cast, for he did not for a moment believe that it carried 
out the intentions of the Government. It laid on the Area 
Boards the duty to promote the welfare, health, and safety 
of persons; it dealt with an obligation to reduce, as far as 
practicable, the price of gas and coke; and it dealt with 
the avoidance of undue preference. The first of those duties 
was unqualified ; there were no words indicating that the 
promotion of welfare, health, and safety was to be in any 
way subject to Ministerial control. But reduction in price 
and the avoidance of undue preference were to be subject 
to any directions given by the Minister. Reduction in price 
was to be subject to general direction from the Minister. The 
implication was that an increase in price was not to be 
subject to Ministerial control. Mr. Boyd-Carpenter re- 
marked that it seemed extraordinary that the safety of the 
workers in the industry should be excluded from Ministerial 
direction. It had, he said, been public policy for many 
years, with industries solely in private hands, for the State 
to insist on adequate safety precautions. “Here we have 
an industry which is being nationalized, in connexion with 
which the Minister has taken specific powers of interference, 
with the astonishing sequel that one of the things he excludes 
is this very question of safety.” Again, he was puzzled at 
the curious provision that, whereas an increase in price could 
be effected at the discretion of the Area Boards, a decrease 
required the approval of the Minister. Mr. Gaitskell replied 
that responsibility for making directions about the health, 
safety, and welfare of employees in the gas industry rested 
not with the Minister of Fuel and Power, but with the 
Minister of Labour, who was responsible for administering 
the Factory Acts. He did not think it probable, though there 
was a possibility, that, as a result of a general direction 
which the Minister of Fuel and Power desired, in the national 
interest, to give, there might be a conflict with the function 
of an Area Board in reducing prices as far as practicable. 
He had to avoid that possibility, just as he had to avoid 
the possibility of there being a conflict on the point of 
undue preference. For those reasons it seemed to him that 
the words included in the Bill were perfectly sensible. 
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THE COKE OVEN STRIKE | 


ESS than six months ago we referred in these columns 
L to the unfortunate effects of strikes in other industries 

on the maintenance of normal gas supplies. Our point 
in September was that four coke oven plants vested in the 
National Coal Board but supplying gas to the West Riding 
group of gas companies had, as the result of a coal strike 
in an important part of Yorkshire, been instructed by the 
Coal Board to reduce their output by 45%—a decision 
affecting at once 3,000 industrial and more than 100,000 
domestic gas consumers and leading to short-time working 
in the steel, woollen, brick, and many other industries 
over a wide area. We asked “Does such a situation point 
to the peril of divorcing from gas undertakings all control 
over coke ovens supplying gas to those undertakings?” 


Last week there was another grievous interruption of 
gas supplies when 1,500 coke oven workers at 11 Yorkshire 
plants came out on strike, claiming a reduction in their 
working week from 48 to 42 hours without loss of pay 
and complaining of procrastination in negotiations. The 
Sheffield and District Gas Company, which draws the 
bulk of its supplies from the South Yorkshire coke ovens, 
gave notice of the suspension of gas supplies to industrial 
consumers as from Monday, March 1. Ten of the largest 
steel firms in the city were permitted to use 50% of their 
normal requirements on the condition that they would 
cease operating immediately on receiving further notice from 
the Gas Company. Over 1,000 important firms in the steel, 
silver, and cutlery industries were affected by the curtailment 
of gas supplies. Supplies at Barnsley and Rotherham were 
also reduced and in some cases completely stopped, with 
the result that hundreds of men were thrown out of work 
and many were put on short time. On the first day of the 
strike the National Union of Mineworkers’ Executive 
appealed to the men to return to work. Mr. Will Lawther 
and Mr. Arthur Horner, President and Secretary respectively 
of the Union, said in a statement that if the strike continued 
it would seriously impair the industrial recovery of the 
country and cause the cancellation of the Union’s negotiations 
on behalf of the coke oven workers, then in an advanced 
stage. It was explained that the problems of coke oven 
work were so different from those of mining that the Union 
and the National Coal Board had arranged a separate frame- 
work of negotiation. The negotiations for a shorter working 
week which were interrupted by the strike were based on 
the nature of coke oven work itself and had nothing to do 
with the miners’ five day week. On the second day of the 
strike the National Coal Board at a meéting in London 
decided to break off negotiations with the Union on the 
claims of the coke oven workers unless the men resumed 
work, but the men, at a delegate meeting, decided to con- 
tinue the strike. The Sheffield and District Gas Company 
found it possible to announce that industries could take 50% 
of- their normal supplies. Delegates from 15 gas-producing 
coke oven plants met at Barnsley on March 3 and unani- 
mously recommended the strikers to return to work on the 
clear understanding that no settlement of their claim would 
be finalized until the branches had had an opportunity 
of accepting or rejecting it. On Thursday delegates at 
another meeting at Barnsley decided by 47 votes to nine 
to resume work. Mr. Horner, the Union Secretary, who 
had travelled from London to address the meeting, stated 
afterwards that the men had decided to leave the adjustment 
of their grievance to the Union. A meeting had been 
arranged with the Coal Board, after which he hoped to be 
able to report a satisfactory settlement. 


With the merits of the men’s claim we are not directly 
concerned. Like retort house workers in the gas industry 
they have strenuous work to do, and “the labourer is 
worthy of his hire.” What does concern us is that for the 
second time in six months one of the largest and most 
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enterprising gas undertakings in the country has been com- 
pelled by circumstances completely beyond its control or that 
of the industry to which it belongs to curtail essential 
supplies. We believe that 10 of the 11 coke oven plants 
involved in the dispute are vested in the National Coal Board. 
Within a few months, possibly, all gas undertakings will be 
vested in an equivalent national body. Are we to see strikes 
in one nationalized industry hindering another nationalized 
industry from discharging its statutory obligations, or will 
the Area Gas Boards and the National Coal Board co-operate 
sufficiently to prevent any such cleavage? 


A COLOURFUL SHOW 


PENED last week, the Daily Mail Ideal Home Exhibi- 
QO tion at Olympia is, as we anticipated, proving a very 

great attraction. This is the twenty-fifth time that the 
marshalling under one roof of the most up-to-date houses, 
furnishings, and labour-saving devices has drawn huge 
crowds. The Exhibition has survived two wars and is to-day 
more popular than ever, in spite of shortage of living accom- 
modation, the high prices of goods and their doubtful avail- 
ability—all factors which presumably would tend to dis- 
courage housewives of this country from taking more than a 
lukewarm. interest in the show. As it is, however, the 1948 
Ideal Home Exhibition gives every sign of breaking former 
records. The Gas Industry is prominent through the wholly 
admirable stands ‘both of the British Gas Council and of the 
various manufacturers of gas appliances. The B.G.C. stand 
was referred to briefly in these columns last week and we 
think that it is the best example yet of the Council’s flair for 
effective presentation. The result is seen in the lengthy queue 
of people eager to examine the exhibit. Many of the manu- 
facturers of gas appliances are conspicuous by their absence. 
but those who are represented uphold the prestige of the 
Industry in good fashion. To sum up, Olympia again houses 
a most impressive spectacle—golden lions, scarlet geraniums. 
complete houses and gardens, colourful exhibits by 600 
manufacturers. A description of those exhibits of interest 
to our readers appears on later pages. 


STATE ELECTRICITY 


Addressing the North-Western Section of the Electrical De- 
velopment Association in Manchester last Thursday Lord Citrine, 
Chairman of the British Electricity Authority, denied that the 
Authority, under a veil of secrecy, was preparing all-embracing 
plans to put the contractor out of business. On the contrary 
he had given an assurance to the Director .of the Electrical Con- 
tractors’ Association that before any final decision was taken on 
contracting policy the Association would be given the opportunity 
of submitting its point of view. Lord Citrine also denied a state- 
ment, attributed to him, that prices to the consumer were going 
to be increased by 50%. Some undertakings were making losses, 
and others profits, and it would be a considerable time before 
the necessary analysis and investigation could be made which 
would show the exact financial position. Large capital commit- 
ments were being entered into and the cost of plant had risen 
by leaps and bounds. At some stage, even allowing for in- 
creased efficiencies, something of those extra charges was bound 
to be reflected in the charges to the consumers. Charges for 
non-industrial and domestic users were too low in many cases. 
Electricity was being supplied for domestic lighting, heating, and 
cooking on the average at a slightly lower charge than in 1938. 
An overhaul of the tariff system was due, but it might take any- 
thing up to two years to accomplish. 


COMRADES IN MISERY 


For the first time, at any rate within the memory of present 
active members, the London and Southern Junior Gas Associa- 
tion has been carrying out a series of very successful “raids” 
on the enemy camp during the last few days. The first party 
of members, headed by their President, Mr. C. A. Deas, were 
the guests of the Northmet Power Company at the Brimsdown 
Power Station on Mar. 2, and a similar party, presided over by 
Mr. L. J. Clark, the Senior Vice-President, went to the Com- 
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pany’s Willesden Power Station next day. A further party went 
to Brimsdown yesterday and the series concludes with a final 
visit to Willesden to-day (Wednesday). The response to the 
invitation was so eager that although facilities were afforded for 
a total of 120 members in parties of 30, some 60 or more 
applicants had to be disappointed. At the conclusion of the 
first Brimsdown visit, Mr. Deas expressed the cordial thanks of 
the visitors to the Company for arranging the visits and for 
their hospitality. In a tour so full of interest, he said, it was 
difficult to select any item for special mention, but to his mind 
the most impressive feature was the fact that the boilers were 
working under a pressure of 2,000 Ib. per sq. in. In the Gas 
Industry they thought they were doing well when they attained 
200 lb. per sq. in. He felt that such visits to their competitors 
—perhaps “ comrades in misery” might be more appropriate in 
the light of immediate and impending nationalization changes— 
were of great value because they enabled both sides to see and 
appreciate the other’s difficulties. The visitors had especially 
appreciated the helpfulness of the officials who had acted as 
guides. In the absence of Mr. W. N. C. Clinch, the General 
Manager, and the iliness of Mr. L. W. Stretton, the Power 
Station Superintendent, the visitors’ thanks were acknowledged 
by Mr. W. F. Simonson, of the Power Station’s Operation and 
Maintenance Department who, in expressing the Company's 
pleasure in welcoming a party of gas engineers said that the 
Company took some pride in the fact that they had a reputation 
for pioneering new technical developments, two of which had 
been seen by the visitors on this occasion, namely, the original 
33,000 volt alternator built by Messrs. Parsons & Company, and 
the first boilers to operate at 2.000 lb. per sq. in. in this country. 
They had experienced some of the difficulties which attend the 
ventures of the pioneer, but equally had shared to some measure 
in the joys of achievement. He was sure that as gas engineers 
they had appreciated the technical significance of what they had 
seen. At the Willesden power station the visitors were welcomed 
by Mr. E. W. P. Tapp, the Power Station Superintendent, who 
also expressed the Company’s pleasure in entertaining the party 
of engineers from what had been hitherto regarded as a com- 
petitive industry, but which appeared likely to come under the 
direction of the same Ministry in the near future. 


Personal 


Mr. Puit JENNER, Showroom Manager to Boston Gas Light and 
Coke Company, has resigned after 26 years’ service with the Company, 
on appointment as Manager and Secretary of Burton House Enter- 
tainments. 


* * * 


Mr. ARTHUR W. FARQUHAR, Engineer and Manager of the Fraser- 
burgh Gas Department, has been appointed Engineer and Manager 
of the Forfar Gas Department. Mr. Farquhar has been at 
Fraserburgh for the past 18 years. 

* 


* * 


Mr. JOHN G. SUTHERLAND, Assistant at Selkirk and Galashiels, 
has been appointed Manager of Prestonpans, Tranent and District 
Gas Company, in succession to Mr. W. T. Gilchrist, who was recently 
appointed Manager at Cowdenbeath. 


Mr. R. B. MITCHELL has left the Llanelly District Group of Gas 
Companies to take up the post of Technical Assistant to the Hindley 
Gas Department. Before going to Llanelly he had been successively 
engineering student and Junior Technical Assistant at the Prescot 
and District Gas Company. 


* * * 


Following the recent retirement of Lieut.-Colonel H. W. Woodall, 
through ill-health, Mr. R. J. RoGers has been elected Chairman of 
the Parkinson Stove Company, Ltd., and Mr. H. P. BARKER, Chairman 
of Parkinson & Cowan (Gas Meters), Ltd., and other subsidiaries 
of the group in the Gas Industry. 


* * * 


Lanark County Council has appointed Mr. J. G. McKINLay, 
Lanark, as Gas Accountant for the authority’s undertaking. Mr. 
McKinlay is an accountant of wide experience, having served his 
apprenticeship in Glasgow. In July, 1941, he was appointed to the 
War Office, being attached to the Directorate of Army Contracts 
under the Principal Cost Officer. This work embraced investigation 
into the costs and profits of a multiplicity of commercial undertakings 
carrying out fortifications, defence works and supplies of all descrip- 
tions for the Army. In February, 1945, he was transferred to a similar 
post in the Professional Accountants’ Division of the Admiralty. 
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Diary 

. 13.—Scottish Junior Gas Associations (Eastern and Western 
Districts): Joint Meeting. Address by C. H. Chester, 
O.B.E., Vice President of the Institution of Gas Engineers. 
Royal Technical College, Glasgow, 3 p.m. 

.15.—Women’s Gas Council: Executive Committee, Gas 
Industry House, 1 p.m. 

. 15.—London and Counties Coke Association: Finance Committee, 
11 a.m.; Executive Committee, 11.30 a.m.; Central 
Committee, 1.30 p.m. All at Gas Industry House. 

. 16.—Wales and Monmouthshire Junior Gas Association: 
Bridgend. Paper by K. Muir. 

. 16.—Midland Junior Gas Association: ‘““ Modern Methods of 
Structural Design and Procedure,” A. Griffiths (Walsall). 
Staff Mess Room, Birmingham Gas Department. 6.30 
p.m. 

. 17.—Eastern Junior Gas Association: ‘‘ Cast Iron Gas Mains ” 
(illustrated by lantern slides), W. Boden, Technical 
Service Manager, Stanton Ironwork Co., Ltd. At 
Stewart Hall, St. Andrews Hill, Norwich, 2.15 p.m. 

. 18.—Midland Association of Gas Engineers and Managers: 
Annual General Meeting. Queens Hotel, Birmingham, 
2.30 p.m., preceded by luncheon, 12.45 for 1 p.m., at 
which Dr. Harold Hartley, President of the Institution 
of Gas Engineers, will be the guest of honour. 

. 18.—Industrial Gas Development Committee.—Gas Industry 
House, 9.30 a.m. 

. 19.—London and Southern Junior Gas Association: ‘‘ The 
Operation of a Combined Production, Records and 
Costing Department,” L. R. Hodge (Tottenham), 
and “Some Practical Application of Production 
Records,’”’ F. O. Hawes (Tottenham), Gas Industry 
House, 7 p.m. 

. 19.—North of England Gas Managers’ Association (Auxiliary 
Section): Additional Spring Meeting: Display of welding 
films with explanatory lectures by J. P. Gaunt, M.Inst.W., 
by courtesy of the Oxley Engineering Co., Ltd., Lecture 
Theatre, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and Gateshead Gas 
Company, Grainger Street, Newcastle. 

Mar. 20.—Manchester District Junior Association of Gas Engineers: 
Address by Dr. Harold Hartley, President of the Institu- 
tion of Gas Engineers. Manchester, Annual Dinner. 

Apr. 8.—Midland Counties Coke Association: Annual General 
Meeting, 2.30 p.m. 


DUBLIN GAS EXHIBITION 


\ASCOT/z 


+ 


Hot Water = the ASCOPmey 


With the removal of réstrictions on gas and coal, &c., the Alliance 
and Dublin Consumers’ Gas Company has staged a special domestic 
and industrial gas appliance exhibition in its spacious premises at 
D’Olier Street. The exhibition is primarily designed to interest 
local authorities, architects, builders, and professional trades, and 
the photograph shows one of the several exhibits featured by Ascot 
Gas Water Heaters, Ltd. Copies of the new Ascot publication, 
“‘ Houses into Flats,” were distributed to those attending and special 
showings of the new Ascot training film, “ Symbols of Service,” 
were also arranged. 
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News in Brief 


To Mark the Completion of 51 Years’ Service with the Notting- 
ham Gas Department, Mr. James Hawthorn, aged 65, has been 
presented with a clock by the members of the staff of the Wood- 
borough Road depé6t. Mr. Hawthorn began work as an assistant 
meter fixer and in 1926 was made foreman of the street lighting 
department. 


Films illustrating the manufacture of gas and its by-products, the 
part it plays in domestic and industrial uses, and the urgent need 
for greater economy in gas consumption were shown under the 
auspices of the Stafford Gas Committee in the Public Library last 
week. The programme was introduced by Alderman G. Owen 
(Chairman of the Gas Committee) and Mr. J. H. Poulson (Gas 
Engineer) was also present. 


Chesterfield Gas Committee has considered a report on the draft 
of a special Order being promoted by the Sheffield and District Gas 
Company, which seeks, among other things, for an extension of the 
limits of supply by the inclusion of areas to the south of Chesterfield. 
The Committee decided to lodge an objection against the draft Order, 
particularly that part which relates to an extension of the supply 
area to districts south of Chesterfield and Wingerworth and including 
part of the parish of Ashover. 


Attention of Gas Engineers is drawn to the Institute of Fuel compe- 
tition for the Students’ Medal for 1948. This competition carries 
with it a prize of books or instruments to the value of £5. The Medal 
is awarded for an original paper on the Preparation or Utilization of 
Fuel, or an allied subject. The competition is open to Student 
Members of the Institute of Fuel and students of any University or 
technical or other college in the United Kingdom who are under 
25 years of age. Papers should be submitted under a nom de plume 
not later than Sept. 1. Further particulars may be obtained from 


the Secretary, The Institute of Fuel, 18, Devonshire Street, London, 
W.1. 


Forty-three Members of the outdoor staff of the Sheffield 
and District Gas Company attended the fourth of a series of lectures 
in the Company’s cinema at Commercial Street. The lecturer was 
Mr. Arthur Forshaw, Chief Chemist of R. and A. Main, Ltd. He took 
as his subject *‘ The History and Development of the Gas Cooker,”’ 
and his lecture was illustrated by a series of lantern slides, which 
traced the history of the gas cooker from the earliest types up to the 
modern streamlined, thermostatically controlled cooker now in use. 
Discussion followed and the meeting ended with a vote of thanks to 
Mr. Forshaw, proposed by Mr. J. Oxley, and seconded by Mr. V. 
Grundy. 


Production at Bottesford (Notts) Gas-works when 56-year-old 
Mr. Clifford Markham took charge in 1935 was 500,000 cu.ft. annually ; 
there were seven gas cookers and five street lamps in the village. 
Such has been the expansion under Mr. Markham’s guidance that this 
tiny works, one of the smallest in the country, now produces five 
million cu.ft., supplying practically every house in Bottesford and 
neighbouring Easthorpe, 28 street lamps and 150 gas cookers. The 
owner is Mr. G. E. Goldspink, of Nottingham, and Mr. Markham 
now has an assistant, but during the war his daughter, Evelyn, worked 
long hours stoking retorts to maintain output. This year, at a cost 
of £5,000, another 20,000 cu.ft. capacity gasholder has been erected. 


Falkirk Town Council has adopted a recommendation by a Sub- 
Committee to accept the principle of gas nationalization as proposed 
in the Gas Bill. Ex-Bailie Wallace, moving an amendment, said that 
at present four-fifths of the gas produced in Scotland was manufac- 
tured under local authority control and there was no need for the 
application of such a Bill to Scotland. Councillor Dean, who seconded, 
said that in Falkirk they would be compelled under the Bill to surrender 
their gas undertaking which was valued at £363,896. It was well that 
the ratepayers should realize before it was too late that in future they 
would be asked to pay a great deal more for their gas. Provost 
Symon, who moved the adoption of the minute, said the Council 
desired to get certain amendments incorporated in the Bill in its report 
stage. 


Glasgow Housekeepers are chary about cooking and heating by 
electricity, and the building of all-electric houses may therefore be 
held up in the City. Large numbers of men and women are prejudiced 
in favour of the open coal fire. Most housewives, too, are convinced 
that cooking by electricity is much more expensive. An experiment 
with 500 houses on three sites has been suggested by the Scottish 
Department of Health. The Scottish Special Housing Association 
is to build over 500 houses. The Clyde Valley Electrical Power Com- 
pany says that the cost of laying on electricity to new housing schemes 
is now so high as to necessitate an assurance that current will be used 
for both heating and lighting. These representations have been 
passed on to the Department of Health for Scotland, who, in turn, 
have suggested to the Housing Committee that they consider making 
some of the houses still to be built all-electric. The Housing Com- 
mittee, however, has decided to take no action. 


Stockton-on-Tees C has been informed by the 
Ministry of Fuel and Power that sanction previously given for the 
installation of purifiers at the gas-works would have to be with- 
drawn owing to the steel shortage. The Corporation is pressing 
the Ministry to reconsider the matter. 


Middlesbrough Corporation has been informed that it will not 
be possible to make any allocation of steel for the new purifying 
plant for the first six months of the year owing to the severe cut 
in steel supplies for the gas industry. The Corporation is pressing 
for an early allocation in order that the work can proceed. 


Bradford Corporation Finance Committee has approved the move 
to transfer all balances of undistributed profits of the Bradford gas 
undertaking to the credit of the general rate fund. An amendment 
disapproving the suggestion, which had been sent forward from the 
Finance Accounts Sub-Committee, was defeated, it being understood 
that the Government Order freezing such assets as these had not yet 
been confirmed. The surplus shown in the City Treasurer’s abstract 
of accounts is £226,049 at the end of last March. 


The Twenty-first Anniversary of the Manchester branch of Benham 
& Sons, Ltd., is being celebrated this month. In 1927 Mr. W. J. L. 
Edwards, who at that time was chief cooking apparatus estimater 
at 66, Wigmore Street, was given the job of breaking fresh ground in 
opening up the first of the provincial branches—Manchester. Many 
gas companies in the northern counties know Mr. Edwards well, 
and he is “still going strong.’’ Branches or subsidiary companies 
opened up. since then are at Bournemouth, Brighton, Birmingham, 
Cardiff, Glasgow, Dublin, and Johannesburg. 


The Annual Supper of the Darlington Gas Department Sports Club 
was held on Feb. 25. Mr. F. Wilson (Engineer and Manager) 
welcomed the Mayor and Mayoress (Councillor and Miss Fenby), 
Alderman J. D. Hinks (Chairman of Gas Committee) and Mrs. 
Hinks, Mr. A. E. Ruffhead (retired Engineer and Manager), and other 
guests. Bouquets were presented to the Mayoress and Mrs. Hinks 
by Miss Betty Dunn. Supper was provided by the Ladies’ Committee, 
and Messrs. N. Cooke, R. Parkinson, H. Denham, G. F. Clarkson, 
J. A. Watson, H. Roote, J. Metcalfe contributed to the harmony, 
with J. C. Cooke at the piano. Arrangements were in the hands of 
Mr. F. Coley, General Secretary of the Sports Club. 


NUMBER WHEELS AND PINIONS IN PLASTIC 


The selection of a suitable material for the casting of number wheels 
and pinions employed in special purpose counting instruments has 
called for no small amount of research and experiment. Direct 
reading meters for gas demand a high degree of precision in respect 
of the clockwork design. The materials generally employed for the 
casting of number wheels and pinions in these counters are high grade 
tin alloy and polystyrene (trolitul). There are conditions in which 
either of these materials may be used satisfactorily, but there are 
conditions in which one or the other material is indicated. 

The manufacture of number wheels and pinions in polystyrene is 
in no way untried or of an experimental nature. Under the name 
of trolitul it was employed on the Continent for some years prior to 
the war. But the high degree of skill required in the designing of the 
dies for wheels and pinions and in the moulding and finishing processes 
has brought manufacture in this country peculiarly within the province 
of the firm specializing in these matters and production on full scale 
is now in being by the H. J. Thormann Engineering Company, Ltd. 

The advantages of the polystyrene wheel and pinion—within certain 
limitations of operating and maintenance conditions—fall under 
three main heading: physical; practical; economical. 

Polysyrene is practically non-hygroscopic, a widely representative 
range of samples giving as little as 0.004% water distortion/length 
change after 21 days’ immersion in water. The specific gravity is 
1.07. Theco-efficient of friction is extremely low. It is non-corrosive. 
Apart from the qualities which enable number wheels and pinions 
to be cast and finished with the highest degree of accuracy demanded 
by these delicate instruments, polystyrene is attractive in appearance 
and permits of colour combinations in the number wheels which 
give a maximum of contrast value and, hence, of legibility. From the 
point of view of cost, approximately five times as many castings can 
be made from one unit of polystyrene as from one unit of tin base 
alloy. 

From the above it might be concluded that the claims of polystyrene 
as a material for the casting of number wheels and pinions would 
admit of no challenge, but there is the factor of temperature, whether 
general or local. Polystyrene will not give satisfactory service under 
prolonged temperature conditions in excess of 122° F. (50° C.) and 
account must, therefore, be taken of the climatic as well as of the 
local conditions in which the counting instrument is to be operated. 
Subject to certain limitations as to temperature and method of cleaning, 
the plastic number wheel and pinion offers advantages which will 
commend themselves to those specializing in the manufacture and 
assembly of counting instrument mechanisms. 
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GAS JOURNAL 


PARLIAMENTARY NOTES 


by ‘* Abaris ” 


HE last few days of February were made sombre by 

the international situation, but there were the usual 

questions to illuminate some of the lesser problems. 
The acquisition of the Prince’s Hotel at Hove by the British 
Electrical Authority was raised by one of the Members for 
Brighton, who asked some pertinent questions about the 
cost, &c. The Minister of Works said that his Ministry 
had no control over the B.E.A. and did not provide accom- 
modation for them, and therefore, he could answer none 
of the questions. Whereupon the second Member for 
Brighton asked the Minister if he would ascertain from the 
B.E.A. if they had attempted to seek accommodation else- 
where than in the already overcrowded town of Hove. Mr. 
Key’s retort was, “It is not my function to question the 
activities of the British Electrical Authority and there is no 
purpose in asking that.” 

The Member for Maidstone asked the Minister of Transport 
the approximate total value of the nation’s property controlled 
by the British Transport Commission. Mr. Barnes said that the 
value of the main assets vested in the Commission had been satis- 
fied by the issue of approximately £1,046 millions of British Trans- 
port Stock but there were further stocks of much smaller value 
still to be issued. 

In a written reply to the Member for Stockport, who asked by 
what percentage it was anticipated the cost of electricity to indus- 
trial and domestic consumers would be raised after April 1, Mr. 
Gaitskell wrote that the responsibility for fixing tariffs was laid 
on the Area Boards. Until the latter had taken over, and had 
all the necessary information, it would not be possible to give 
an estimate of that kind. 

The Survey on the Home Performance of Modern Types of 
Solid Fuel Cooking Appliances received a modicum of publicity 
when the Minister of Works was asked how many copies of that 
document had been circulated; how many persons were engaged 
thereon; what was the cost of their salaries and expenses, and 
the total cost of the survey. Mr. Key referred the questioner to 
a reply he had given a week previously, and stated that six per- 
sons were engaged on the survey; the costs of their salaries and 
expenses together came to about £400. 

The Member of Sutton Coldfield asked the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer about a contract between the Treasury and the 
National Coal Board which involved the magazine, Coal. Sir 
Stafford Cripps said that there was no contract, and since Sept. 30 
the National Coal Board had produced the magazine on terms 
normally applicable to transactions between Exchequer Depart- 
ments and non-Exchequer Departments—-namely, payment of 
full cost. Sir John Mellor: “Was it understood as part of this 
extraordinary arrangement that this magazine should boost 
Ministers? Has the Chancellor seen, for instance, the picture of 
the Minister of Fuel and Power sitting beside his empty grate— 
a touching sequel to his empty bath? ” 

Sir Stafford: “There are a great many pictures of Ministers in 
a great many papers.” 

A Labour Member asked the Chancellor if he would fix a 
standard maximum salary of £5,000 a year for full-time service 
with a nationalized industry. Sir Stafford Cripps replied that 
salaries were fixed at a level necessary to obtain men with the 
qualifications and experience necessary for these highly respon- 
sible posts and that he did not think it advisable to work to the 
specific limitation suggested by the Member. 

On the same day, Hansard gave the salaries of the members ot 
the National Coal Board. The Chairman receives £8,500; his 
Deputy £5,000 and the members £5,000 a year each. The Chair- 
man of the B.E.A. (Lord Citrine) is paid £8,500; the two Vice- 
Chairmen, £5,000; one full time member gets £3,500 and the part- 
time members £1,000 each. The Chairmen of Area Boards will 
be paid £4,000; their Deputies, £3,500 and all the part-time mem- 
bers will receive £750 annually. There are 14 Area Boards in the 
electrical set-up. 

In a written reply about gas oil imports, the Minister of Fuel 
and Power indicated that imports of gas oil, which included 
diesel oil used by motor-buses and coaches, amounted in 1947 
to about 1,600,000 tons. The figure for 1948, subject to supply 
and tanker availability, should be about 1,800,000 tons. 

A Member asked the Minister of Works if he could augment 
the supply of grip elbows and T-pieces required in electrical in- 
Stallations, the lack of which was holding up many housing 
schemes nearing completion. The Minister said that he was 
unaware of a shortage, but would look into the matter if given 
further details. 

The Member for Twickenham asked if the Minister of Fuel and 
Power would give an assurance that in-all new coal burning 
power stations the most modern methods would be used to pre- 
vent pollution of the atmosphere by smoke, grit, and sulphur 
oxides. Mr. Gaitskell said yes, whenever it was necessary, but 


he did not think he could tie himself down to introducing gas 
washing plant in all circumstances at all power stations. It was 
too costly. 

The Independent Member for Cheltenham raised the question 
of restrictive practices in industry when he asked the Minister 
of Labour what action he had taken to suspend or abolish re- 
strictive practices which had an injurious effect on production. 
Mr. Isaacs pointed out that this was a matter for determination 
through the normal machinery of the industry concerned, where- 
upon Mr. Lipson asked the Minister if he was not consulting 
with industries to see what could be done. Mr. Isaacs: “It is 
very much a question of letting sleeping dogs lie. If any em- 
ployers’ organization in any industry think that there are prac- 
tices which ought to be removed, their first course is to negotiate 
with the workers’ representatives. From then onwards, if there 
is a dispute, we can intervene. We have no right to initiate 
discussions.” 

Mr. Driberg, Member for Maldon, asked the Minister of Fuel 
and Power how many resignations he had received from members 
of the National Coal Board, and if he proposed to make an 
announcement on the subject. Mr. Gaitskell: “As recently an- 
nounced, Mr. J. C. Gridley has tendered his resignation from 
the National Coal Board as from Mar. 31. He has informed me 
that his resignation is not due to any difference of opinion on 
policy or any other matters, but solely on account of personal 
considerations. I have accepted it with much regret.” 

Coal imports came up again when a Member asked the same 
Minister why we had been importing coal at an average price of 
90s. a ton and exporting it at am average price of 55s. a ton; 
and what steps he was taking to stop the taxpayers’ money from 
being wasted in such an unbusinesslike manner. Mr. Gaitskell 


said that in order to build up stocks during last summer, the 
Government had arranged in June, 1947, to import 20,000 tons 
of coal from Poland each month, and about 600,000 tons in all 
from the United States. The latter contract was completed in 
November, 1947, and steps were being taken to end the Polish 
contract, which was originally to have run until June, 1948. 


THE CHAIRMAN SAID— 


Mr. R. Lishman, at the annual meeting of the Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne and Gateshead Gas Company : 

“I have no confidence that the prospective enforced change of 
ownership will be productive of results as satisfactory to the 
public and to our employees as they are to-day, but I can only 
hope, in the interests of the area with which this Company has 
been so long identified, that those entrusted with the future control 
of the undertaking may be as -progressive, as efficient, and as 
successful as those whom they replace. As for the Gas Bill itself, 
the terms of compensation set out are unjust and indefensible, 
and your Directors will do their utmost to secure their amendment. 
The Bill is open to criticism in other directions, notably in the 
extremely wide powers which it vests in the Minister, in the danger 
of competition for control between the Area Boards on the 
one hand and the Consultative Councils on the other, and in 
the lack of precision of its provisions for the safeguarding of the 
rights of employees. The British Gas Council, of which your 
Company is a member, are giving their closest attention to the Bill 
and will take every appropriate step and do all in their power to 
have the Bill amended so as not only to do justice to those who 
are being eliminated, but also to ensure the passing of an Act 
which will make practicable the efficient and progressive conduct 
of this great industry, upon which the country depends so much 
for its prosperity and for the improvement in the standard of life 
of its people.” 


* * * 


Lieut.-Colonel A. Buckley, Liverpool Gas Company : 

“No doubt the Gas Bill will be rushed through the House of 
Commons like similar measures and by this time next year will 
be the law of the land. . . . There are two points in particular to 
which I would draw attention. We are a provincial company and 
virtually all the dealings in our various classes of security take 
place on the Liverpool Stock Exchange and there is practically no 
activity therein on the London Stock Exchange; indeed, until 
recently none of our stocks were quoted in London and we, there- 
fore, claim that the main market for establishing the value of our 
stocks is the Liverpool Stock Exchange and not London. Whether 
the London or Liverpool prices are eventually used, however, as 
a basis, there is no doubt that all stockholders will suffer a 
diminution in income and among our stockholders are numbered 
the co-partner employees who hold nearly £80,000 Ordinary stock 
between them, and this brings me to my second point—namely, 
the proposal to abolish the co-partnership movement in the indus- 
try. Such a step will bring to an end a profit sharing association 
which has existed between many gas companies and _ their 
employees for many years.” 
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INSTITUTION OF GAS ENGINEERS EXAMINATIONS 


Results in Supplementary Examinations—Report of Board of Examiners—Question Papers 


r HE undermentioned candidates were successful in the Supple- 
mentary Examinations, 1947 (Dec. 17), of the Institution 
of Gas Engineers, held under the Education Regulations of 

the Institution. The candidates concerned are students attending 

intensive full-time courses. 
INTERNAL CANDIDATES (15). 
Ordinary Grade Certificate in Gas Engineering (Manufacture) (6). 


Claes; Centre 
First Westminster 
Cox, D. . 


" a t8 Westminster 
Second Barker, D. S. ... Westminster 
ae Hirst, C ud 


Brighton 
a. Jenkins, D. Westminster 
White, J. A. 


Westminster 


Name 
Connor, D. H.... 


Town 
Southampton 
Rushden... 
Southport ... 
London oe 
Ebbw Vale 
Southport ... 


Ordinary Grade Certificate in Gas Engineering (Supply) (9). 


Class 
First 


Name 
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Liverpool ... 
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Darlington ... 
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Westminster 
Westminster 
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Westminster 
Westminster 
Westminster 


ory . . eee eee 


Report of Board of Examiners 


These Supplementary Examinations were conducted for the 
candidates attending intensive courses in Gas Engineering (Manu- 
facture) and (Supply) at the Westminster Technical Institute, but 
there were also four candidates from the intensive courses at the 
Brighton and Aston Technical Colleges, who failed in the May, 
1947, or July, 1947, Examinations. 

Although there were, in both manufacture and supply, some 
very good answers, none reached the distinction level and, gener- 
ally, the results are of a slightly lower standard than that shown 
by candidates from previous intensive courses. The answers sub- 
mitted were, in fact, rather below the level expected from students 
attending an intensive full-time course. The standard of sketching 
was fair, but suffers from the fact that, in general, knowledge of 
the whole range of subjects tends to the theoretical rather than 
the practical. It is anticipated that the period of practical training 
which these candidates are now undertaking will enable them to 
acquire a more .comprehensive understanding of the practical 
aspects of the subjects. 

ORDINARY GRADE EXAMINATION IN GAS 
ENGINEERING (MANUFACTURE) 
Wednesday, Dec. 17, 1947, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Two questions only in each of the three Groups should be 
attempted ; the maximum number of marks obtainable is the same 
for each question; simple sketches should be used wherever 
possible, to obviate long and involved statements. 

Group A 

1. Describe in detail, with the aid of a sketch, the method of 
heating either a horizontal or vertical retort setting. How and to 
what extent can the sensible heat in the waste gases leaving the 
setting be recovered ? 

2. Sketch a machine with which you are familiar for charging 
horizontal retorts. Name the essential parts, and describe briefly 
how the machine operates. 

3. A gas-works is laid out to manufacture 1 mill. cu.ft. of coal 
gas per day. [IIlustrate, by means of a line diagram, the items of 
plant you would expect to find in the gas stream from the retort 
house to the outlet of works, indicating the température and 
pressure of the gas before and after each item of the plant. 

Group B 

4. Sketch and describe one type of water-cooled gas condenser. 
State briefly the possible consequences of inefficient condensation. 

5. Describe the method of operation and the principal chemical 
reactions involved in the purification of gas by iron oxide. 

6. Give a diagrammatic outline of a plant for the dehydration 
of town gas. State the principles involved in the process. 

Group C 

7. Sketch a cross-section of a station governor, and explain its 
action. 

_ 8. Sketch a suitable apparatus for the determination of sulphur 
in spent oxide. Describe the method of carrying out the test. 

9. Illustrate by means of a sketch an exhauster with which you 
are familiar. State the nominal capacity and speed of rotation. 


Examiners’ remarks on the individual questions : 


Question 1.—Sketches moderate to poor, showing theoretical 
rather than practical knowledge. 
Question 2.—Sketches poor. 

apparently lacking. 
Question 3.—Most candidates had very limited knowledge of 


temperatures and pressures at various points in the gas stream. 
Line diagrams very fair. 


Knowledge of the actual machine 


Question 4.—Sketches weak, showing lack of practical know- 
ledge. 

Question 5.—Knowledge of purification process 
adequate, but explanation of operation of plant poor. 

Question 6.—A standard diagram appears to have 
memorized. Knowledge .of process very fair. 

Question 7.—With one exception sketches were poor. In three 
cases the Askania governor was submitted. This is incorrect, 
although it cannot be entirely excluded. 

Question 8.—In general this question was well answered, and 
the subject understood. : 3 

Question 9.—Only four candidates answered this question, two 
answers being good, the others poor. Answers show theoretical 
rather than practical knowledge. 

ORDINARY GRADE EXAMINATION IN GAS 
ENGINEERING (SUPPLY) 
Wednesday, Dec. 17, 1947, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Two questions only in each of the three Groups should be 
attempted ; the maximum number of marks obtainable is the same 
for each question; simple sketches should be used wherever 
possible, to obviate long and involved statements. 

Group A : 

1. What methods are available for use in clearing stoppages in 
gas service pipes—i.e., between the main and the meter ? Briefly 
describe the operations necessary in each case, and give details of 
the equipment used. ] 

2. Assume that you are laying a new 12 in. dia. steel main 
with welded joints, and the pipes are coated externally with a 
seamless bitumen asbestos sheathing. Describe the methods avail- 
able for protecting the exposed portion of the pipes at the 
joints. State which method you would adopt, and give your 
reasons. ; 

3. (a) Gas pressures may be expressed in terms of (1) in. of 
water, (2) in. of mercury, (3) lb. per sq. in., and. (4) atmospheres. 
Explain how these are related to each other. (The sp. gr. of 
mercury = 13.56 and the weight of 1 cu.ft. of water = 62.4 lb.) 

(b) Describe with the aid of a sketch a_ pressure-recording 
instrument. 


appears 


been 


Group B 
4. Calculate the fuel cost to provide 65 gal. of hot water daily 
over a period of 13 weeks by gas and electricity respectively, used 
as follows :— 

‘(a) By means of an instantaneous gas water heater having 
an overall efficiency of 78% with gas at 14d. per therm. 

(b) By means of an electrically operated storage heater having 
an overall efficiency of 87%, with electricity at 0.75d. per 
B.o.T. unit. (Average cold water temperature, 57° F., and 
hot water at 135° F.) 

5. A number of types of gas cooker are now fitted with 

luminous-flame oven and hotplate burners. 

(a) Briefly describe the considerations which have made ‘ 
possible to use luminous flames for cooker hotplate burners. 
and (b) make a sketch of any type of luminous-flame hot- 

late burner with which you are familiar. 

6. Write short notes on the following questions relating to the 

installation of gas appliances :— 

(1) Certain types of dry gas meter are now referred to as D.!. 
D.2, and D.4. How have these terms arisen and what do 
they signify ? 

(2) Enumerate the points to be observed when selecting the 
site for a gas cooker in a kitchen. 

(3) Discuss the advantages and/or disadvantages in using copper 
tubing for gas installation work. 

Group C 
7. Draw a vertical cross-section of a low-pressure superheated 
inverted cluster burner as used in a modérn street lamp. Name 
and describe its principal parts and state their functions. What 
light output would you expect to obtain from a modern burner 
equipped with 4 B.S.2 mantles, and what would be its gas con- 
sumption ? 
8. Compare the use of overhead gas radiant heaters for factory 


heating with the use of: (a) Floor-type radiators or convectors : ' 


(b) central heating. 
type of overhead radiant heater. 


Describe, with the aid of a sketch, any one F 


9. What is the function of a non-return valve in a gas supply — 


feeding industrial apparatus? Sketch a suitable type. 


Examiners’ remarks on the individual questions : 


Question 1.—Apparently only one candidate was familiar with 
the suction method of clearing service pipes ; otherwise the ques- 
tion was generally answered satisfactorily. 

Question 2.—The use of the hinged mould for forming bitumen 
protection around the joint was not mentioned by any candidate, 
nor was the use of “‘ Denso” or similar material. Most of the 
answers were sketchy and it appeared that few of the candidates 
were familiar with the practical details of the work. 
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Question 3.—(a) Most candidates knew the correct relationship 
between the different terms in which gas pressure is expressed, 
but the deduction of this relationship from the data provided was 
not generally clear. Two of the answers were, however, very well 
done. (b) This part of the question was answered satisfactorily in 
most cases. There is room for some improvement in the detail 
work of the sketches. One candidate showed a gauge which could 
not possibly function as the gas chamber was shown open to 
itmosphere. 

Question 4.—This question proved to be popular in that nine of 
the 11 candidates attempted it. The principles involved appeared 
to be well understood but four candidates made errors in arith- 
metic which a simple check should have revealed. 

Question 5.—Only two candidates attempted this question. 
While one answer was reasonable, the other was definitely bad. 


AN 


An extension of the gas supply from the Albury Branch of 
the Gas Supply Company, Ltd., Melbourne, by high pressure 
distribution has been completed and has several interesting 
features. Albury is a New South Wales town situated near the 
Victorian border on the River Murray. The gas is compressed 
at the Albury Works to 60 Ib./sq. in. and then piped to Wodonga, 
which is on the other side of the Murray River and in Victoria. 
The main crosses seven bridges, and the whole distribution 
system, including services to consumers’ meters, is high pressure. 
It is the first occasion in Australia where gas made in one State 
is distributed in another. 

The scheme was outlined by Mr. Harold M. Turner, Manager 
of the Albury Branch, at a recent meeting of the Gas Managers’ 
Association of New South Wales. Wodonga, he explained, has 
a population of approximately 3,000 and some 800 homes. It is 
a prosperous town, growing rapidly, and has a very bright future. 


Mr. Turner continued: It has long been the wish of the Gas 
Supply Company to see Wodonga residents enjoying the many 
advantages and comforts that a modern gas supply can give. The 
usual inter-State legalities had to be attended to and the Wodonga 
Council’s permission had to be obtained before the project could 
be considered. 


Before the plant was finally selected much thought was given 
to the design. The size of the compressor was fixed and then 
particular attention was paid to the method to be adopted for 
cooling the gas after compression. Eventually it was decided to 
use bore water in the aftercoolers. There was an unlimited sup- 
ply of clear cold water at a depth of approximately 100 ft. The 
temperature of this water varies only slightly between summer 
and winter, the average temperature being 60°F. The type of 
pump selected was a standard deep well type. It has a stroke 
varying between 7 in. and 9 in. and works at a rate of 30 to 40 
strokes per minute. At this speed the pump delivers 700 gall. 
of water per hour. 

The No. 1 compressor is a No. 65 Consolidated Pneumatic ver- 
tical single cylinder water cooled model complete with automatic 
unloader, having a delivery rate of approximately 1,800 cu.ft. 
of gas per hour against a delivery pressure of 100 Ib./sq. in. 
The power for the compressor is supplied by a 10 H.P. electric 
motor. 

The whole of the plant is automatic. the sequence of opera- 
tions being as follows:—When the pressure in the high pressure 
holder falls to approximately 40 lb./sq. in. the bore pump is 
started and water flows through the cooling circuit. When the 
water in this circuit is raised to normal working pressure (40 
lb./ sq. in.) the gas compressor starts up if there is adequate 
pressure in the low pressure system and after reaching normal 
operating speed the inlet valve is loaded allowing compression to 
commence and continue until the pressure in the holder reaches 
60 lb./sq. in. when both the bore pump and the compressor stop. 
When the compressor stops the inlet valve is automatically un- 
loaded. If for any reasor the compressor fails to start and the 
gas pressure in the holder falls to a predetermined pressure a gas 
operated alarm switch comes into operation and sounds a 
battery operated alarm. The instruments controlling these func- 
tions of the plant are Minneapolis Honeywell pressurestats which 
are wired in with the motor contactors. Another safety device is 
the diaphragm operated low pressure safety switch. The func- 
tion of this switch is to prevent the compressor from starting 
unless the inlet gas pressure is at normal working level. At the 
controls for the plant are mounted on a switchboard which is 
installed in a switch room adjacent to the compressor room. 

On the switchboard is a change-over switch for the cooling 
water. The function of this is to allow mains water to be fed 
to the cooling circuit instead of bore water. Thus if the change- 
Over switch is thrown and the pressurestat calls for more gas, 
the motorized. valve opens allowing mains water to flow through 
ee mectng circuit. The plant then operates in the normal 
ashion, 
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Question 6.—AIl sections of this question were answered fairly 
well. 

Question 7.—Only one candidate attempted this question, and 
his effort was deplorable. 

Question 8.—Generally speaking, the comparisons made between 
floor type convector heaters, central heating, and overhead radiant 
heaters were fairly well understood. The students seemed to be 
well informed on this subject. Some students, however, were 
hazy as to the relative running costs of the three systems of 
heating. 

Question 9.—From the descriptions given in the answers to this 
question it would indicate that the students were not too sure 
of the reasons for using a non-return valve. There was a tendency 
to confuse the functions of a non-return valve with those of an 
anti-suction valve. The diagrams submitted were very poor. 


AUSTRALIA 


Another feature of the plant is the automatic unloading device 
which allows the compressor to start and stop under no load. 

On leaving the aftercoolers the gas, now at approximately 60 
Ib./sq. in. passes into the No. 1 high pressure holder. From 
this point the main to Wodonga really commences. The main is 
3 in. galvanized steam piping, the jointing material used being 
litharge and glycerine. This was found to be the most satisfac- 
tory and in 33 miles of piping laid only 8 leaking joints were 
found. All sections of the main were tested to pressure of 
110 lb./sq. in. Gate valves were located at intervals along the 
line of main and at all cross-sections, also each side of the seven 
bridges which had to be crossed. High pressure syphons were 
also fixed on the line of main as a precaution against possible 
condensation. Expansion bands were fitted at intervals. Gate 
valves have proved unsatisfactory. It is suggested that high pressure 
lubricated plug cocks (Lacy or Newman-Millican) or globe valves 
be used. 

The type of country to be traversed can be gained from the 
fact that in three miles seven bridges had to be crossed. These 
bridges varied in length from 120 ft. to 480 ft. The main Murray 
River Bridge has a span of 400 ft. This bridge did not present 
any difficulties. The main was screwed together on the N.S.W. 
side and suitable brackets were fixed to the bridge, the main 
then being hauled across by means of a winch and wire rope. 
On completion the brackets were lined with sponge rubber for 
cushioning against vibration. 


High pressure gas main crossing Wodonga Creek bridge between 
Albury and Wodonga. Seven bridges had to be crossed in the 
three miles of main along the Hume Highway. 


The five concrete bridges were a different problem. Two of 
the bridges had bends in them but the chief difficulty was drilling 
the concrete columns for leading in the bolts to carry the brackets. 
Here we were able to make good use of the main that had been 
tested to 110 lb./sq. in. We used the tested section of main be- 
tween the bridges as an air receiver and used the air for pneu- 
matic drills for drilling the columns. This method saved a 
great deal of hard and tiring work and much time. 

The main reticulation in Wodonga itself has been carried out 
in 1 in. galvanized iron piping. The footpaths on both sides of 
the streets have a 1 in. main running the total length of the street, 
all are inter-connected at street corners. 

One of the main advantages of this type of distribution is that 
once the plant is installed it is comparatively cheap to carry out 
extensions. 


In Just Over Six Months 141 gas-lit street lamps out of 334 
have been wilfully damaged at Horbury, Bradford. Headmasters 
have been contacted regarding children who climb lampposts and 
turn out the lights. 
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CO-PARTNERSHIP OF .THE SOUTH METROPOLITAN 
GAS COMPANY . 


BRIEF history of the Co-partnership of the South Metro- 

politan Gas Company—which has enjoyed statutory recog- 

nition for more than 50 years—has been prepared 
primarily for the Company’s own employees by the Assistant 
Secretary, Mr. A. S. Holden. In view of the prospect that aJ’ 
co-partnership schemes will be wound up under the Gas 
Nationalization Bill, Mr. Frank H. Jones, President of the Com- 
pany, has deemed the brochure worthy of wider circulation, and 
copies have been issued to all the proprietors. 

After reviewing the foundations laid over 100 years ago, Mr. 
Holden recalls that the scheme was instituted in 1889 for two 
particular objects:—(a) To encourage all employees to take a 
real interest in their work, and to give them an additional in- 
centive to promote the prosperity of the Company, and (b) To 
provide an opportunity to employees to improve their status and 
to become shareholders in the Company. 

The scheme was revised in 1894 in an effort to encourage the 
second of these objects by requiring one-half of the bonus to be 
credited to individual trust or stock accounts of the employees 
and used for the purchase of the Company’s Ordinary stock in 
their individual names; thus the first step was taken by which 
profit-sharing developed into co-partnership. Two years later 
the South Metropolitan Gas Act, 1896, was passed, which 
authorised the preparation of a scheme for the representation of 
employees in the management of the Company by the election 
of one or more of their number, but not exceeding three, to be a 
director or directors of the Company. 

The provisions of this Act were implemented in 1898, when the 
first two Employees’ Directors were elected. Since that time, 
23 employees have held seats on the Board. The full comple- 
ment of three Employees’ Directors has operated since 1901, i.e., 
two representing the weekly-paid employees and one the salaried 
staff. The present qualifications for a candidate are twofold: 
(1) Having been for not less than 14 years, and continuing to be, 
an employee of the Company; (2) Having held for not less than 
12 months prior to the date of election, and continuing to hold, 
not less than £160 of ordinary stock in the Company. 

As the aggregate holding of the stock held by employees 
fluctuates, so does the stock qualification increase or decrease. 
Qualification. 
200, a st at - ae £120 

£300,000 ae Te — Sch oe £140 
£400,000 ibe ~~ ee ae ad £160 
£500,000 oe se a ore is £180 

One-tenth of total Capital, or more... £200 

Votes are determined on the basis of stock holding as follows: 
One vote for every £10 up to £100; One vote for every £25 above 
the first £100 up to £300; One vote for every £50 above the 
first £300. 

Voting is by signed voting paper. 

One director retires annually, the term of office being for three 
years. In the event of there being more than two candidates, a 
second election is held unless the successful candidate has re- 
ceived two-thirds of the total number of votes polled. Second 
elections are between the two candidates who receive the highest 
number of votes. 


Origin of the Co-Partnership Committee 


To ensure that the aims and objects of the profit-sharing 
scheme as originally conceived had the greatest opportunity of 
realization, a committee was considered essential, and this was 
constituted in 1890. The committee, originally known as the 
Profit-Sharing Committee but later as the Co-partnership Com- 
mittee, was small in number but has been enlarged to meet 
changing conditions and needs of the times. It now consists of 
72 members, that is, 36 employees who are elected on a propor- 
tional basis by the employees themselves, together with an equal 
number of nominees of the Board of Directors. The President 
of the Company is ex-officio Chairman of the Committee. The 
Committee normally meets once a month but more often if 
required. Prior to its monthly meeting there is a meeting of the 
elected representatives of the Committee where matters are dis- 
cussed to which reference may be made by them at the following 
meeting of the Committee. The nominated members at present 
comprise in addition to the President of the Company, two Ordi- 
nary Directors, the General Manager and Managing Director, the 
Secretary, Chief Engineer, Chief Officers of the various Works and 
Departments, and certain foremen. 

The elected representatives hold office for three years, one-third 
of their number retiring by rotation each year. They are eligible 
to offer themselves for re-election. Candidates must have been 
not less than 5 years in the Company’s service and must be 
nominated by. not fewer than 7 Co-partners attached to the 
Section to be represented, who shall have been not less than 2 


Aggregate Holding. 
£200,000 


years in the Company’s service. The candidates and the persons 
nominating them must all be 21 years of age or over. The 
elections are by ballot. 

The Committee, in its early days, was principally concerned 
to ensure the proper functioning of the scheme. In course of 
time, however, it came to be recognized as a most useful and 
appropriate body to consider other matters relating to the welfare 
of the employees, and to’ provide a means by which the em- 
ployees could themselves bring other matters to the notice of the 
management and, if necessary, of the Directors, in order to pre- 
vent any cause for dissatisfaction or grievance. On the other 
hand, the Directors appreciated the value of the Committee as a 
channel through which information could be conveyed to the 
employees. 


Work and Status of the Committee To-day 


The Committee has through the intervening years developed 
considerably as a consultative body, and the results of its delibera- 
tions have been of very great value to the Company and its 
Co-partnership. It is the medium through which the relations 
between the Company and its employees are regulated, and it 
does, in fact, share with the Board the responsibility for effecting 
such modifications to the labour policy of the Company as be- 
come.necessary to meet the altering conditions in industry, and 
particularly those which followed the two great wars. 

Every opportunity is given to co-partners to take the fullest 
advantage of their right to bring any suggestion, problem, or 
grievance arising from the conditions of work to the notice of 
their Engineer or Departmental Chief, either directly or in- 
directly through their co-partnership representatives, and for this 
purpose all employees have unrestricted access to their respective 
representatives. If no satisfaction is obtained by such approaches, 
the matter can, without undue delay, be brought before the full 
Co-partnership Committee, when, often in the presence of the de- 
partmental chief concerned, it is fully and freely discussed and 
generally settled satisfactorily. It may occasionally happen, 
however, that a matter of principle or policy is involved which 
can be decided only by the Board of Directors, but even here 
there are the three Employee Directors elected by the Co-partners 
who can speak with first-hand knowledge upon any matter relating 
to the working conditions of any section of the employees. 

A former Chairman of the Company described the Committee 
and its work thus: “The Committee, is in fact, a small scale 
Parliament of Labour, with business-like habits and a directness 
of action which would do credit to its prototype. With it in 
operation, none need conceal a grievance until it festers, nor keep 
back any idea for greater unity of effort.” 


Statutory Co-Partnership 


The sliding scale system under which the Company had 
operated since 1876, and which, since 1896, had taken cognizance 
of labour as a partner interested in the working and prosperity 
of the undertaking, failed to withstand the effects of the 1914- 
1918 war, and means had to be found to reconcile the interests of 
the three partners under the new post-war conditions. The Com- 
pany, to effect this unification, promoted a Bill, which became 
the South Metropolitan Gas Act, 1920. The three essentials of 
the sliding scale system were preserved, namely, a fair price for 
gas, to the consumer, a fair price for labour, and a fair price for 
the use of capital. This Act for the first time incorporated statu- 
tory provision for co-partnership. It fixed a basic price for gas. 
authorised a basic dividend for capital and provided that, if in any 
year gas were sold at a price lower than the basic price, Capital 
and Labour would share in what are described as “surplus 
profits,” which were to be determined in a prescribed manner. 

The total of the bonus distributions to the employees under 
the provisions of the Profit-Sharing and Co-partnership Schemes 
from 1889 up to the end of 1946 amounted to over £1,800,000. 
At one time (in 1932), the Ordinary stock acquired under the 
co-partnership scheme and held by co-partners amounted to 
£728,735, and the number of employee shareholders was 7,378. 
Owing to the war and its effects, the stock so held at the end of 
1946 was £450,535, and the number of employee shareholders 
was 6,346. 

Since 1920, the Company has had a full-time Medical Officer. 
one of whose responsibilities is to advise the Directors and 
Management on all matters affecting the general health and 
physical welfare of the employees. A Convalescent Home was 
established in 1920 at Mundesley-on-Sea as a memorial to the 
employees of the Company who lost their lives in the war of 
1914-1918. Since 1924, every employee has had the opportunity 
of free dental advice. A dental consulting room is available at 
which a qualified dental surgeon regularly attends. 

With the introduction by the Government of the Widows’, 
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Orphans’ and Old Age Pensions scheme in 1925, the existing 
law was amended to enable the Company to “contract out” of 
State Insurance. The relative funds operating in the Company 
were consolidated into one comprehensive scheme known as the 
Co-partnership Insurance Fund. The Fund came into operation 
on Jan. 1, 1927, with benefits much larger than those provided 
by the State. Its purpose was to make provision for members 
during their co-partnership service and for securing for them the 
following benefits: —(a) Superannuation allowances. (b) Pensions 
to members’ wives. (c) Widows’ and Orphans’ pensions. (d) 
Sickness Benefits. (e) Disablement Benefit. (f) Maternity Bene- 
fit. (g) Medical attendance and treatment. (h) Unemployment 
Benefit. The total membership at Dec. 31, 1946, was 6,860, when 
the amount of the fund was £2,309,396. 


The Government, in the National Insurance Act, 1946 which is 
due to come into operation on July 5, 1948, has adopted certain 
of the principles on which the co-partnership insurance fund was 
based, and which have successfully functioned for over 20 years, 
namely, one single weekly contribution for all benefits, and the 
unification of the social insurance scheme by bringing the several 
interests within a single administrative framework. 


Soon after the outbreak of war in 1939, a Co-partnership War 
Fund was established to which employees were invited to con- 
tribute regular weekly amounts, the Company making contribu- 
tions equal to the aggregate reached by the employees. The 
object was to provide allowances to married employees on Service 
so that their total income, including Service pay, equalled ap- 
proximately their normal week’s wages less a sum equivalent to 
their subsistence provided in the Forces. The Company made 
a grant of 5s. a week to unmarried employees in the Forces. 


The total contributions and donations, which ceased in De- 
cember, 1946, was £187,636, 80% of the employees having con- 
tributed. 


The setting up of the fund has followed a precedent established 


THE “ DIACON” 


William Kenyon & Sons, Ltd., Dukinfield, Cheshire, are now manu- 
facturing a new design of valve of the name “* Diacon,” and claim that 
it has substantial advantages. The following is a brief description 
with reference to the diagrams. ; 

The cage a consists of two sets of slotted grids, one on the upstream 
side and one on the downstream side, fitted to a streamlined torpedo 
over which the working fluid, which may be gas, water, steam, oil, 


i. 
sSS wee . 
a! PF NSLS 
ne guerne bra FY [Lahahnhnkenknd LZ FF ——— 
FLOWING — Ia eS 
LiQuID OR: —— 
—_—__P 


— 





CLL LL / Te sor SPENT This D> 
Z ROSS REESE 
wesw | cas Wd 


CLOSED POSITION 


GAS JOURNAL 523 


in the war of 1914-1918, when a similar fund totalling £135,000 
had been raised. The management and administration of each 
of the funds were undertaken hy a committee consisting of an 
equal number of employees’ elected representatives and Com- 
pany’s officials. 

A small “General Committee” has operated for many years. 
It meets monthly and includes in its membership official repre- 
sentatives of all branches of the Company’s organization. This 
Committee is not related to the co-partnership scheme but was 
instituted to assist the management in a consultative capacity in 
matters relating to the welfare of employees, their working con- 
ditions, rates of remuneration, sickness, superannuation and 
suchlike matters. It was felt that the usefulness of the commit- 
tee would be increased if membership included the Chairman, 
Vice-Chairman and Secretary of the Elected Representatives’ 
Section of the co-partnership Committee and they were, therefore, 
in 1943, given places on the committee. Their contribution as 
members has been most helpful and is of great assistance in the 
detailed day-to-day consideration of many matters relating to 
the welfare of the employees as a whole. 

The industrial structure of the South Metropolitan Gas Com- 
pany, as it exists to-day, is the development of a policy based 
upon the recognition and appreciation of employees, not as im- 
personal units but as individuals. The consistent observance 
through the years of a policy of humane and sympathetic manage- 
ment—always ahead of current industrial thought—has evoked 
reciprocal feelings of loyalty and understanding among the em- 
ployees, with the result that there has grown, almost naturally, 
a recognition of an identity of interests. This identity of interests 
does not depend merely on a share in the profits—it involves much 
more: it means the existence of a spirit of mutual understanding 
and confidence, and of interest in the prosperity of the Company 
and the public it seeks to serve—in short, it means the very 
essence of co-partnership as understood and practised by the 
Company to-day. 


VALVE 


chemicals, &c., passes. Surrounding the cage is a flexible diaphragm b 
approximately cylindrical in shape. The working fluid enters through 
the upstream slots, traverses the annulus between the torpedo and 
the diaphragm, and makes its exit through the downstream slots. 
The third and final component of the valve is the housing c. 

The amount of working fluid passing through the valve is determined 
by the position of the flexible diaphragm, which, by adjustment of the 


IN Sos : ‘SS 
LL ——— 


eZZZLLZ ZI 
< 
OO 
BD 
Y 
yy), 


RQ 
Q, Z 
2277 ZZ * 
FS 77 — 
ts 








OPEN POSITION 


The Diacon valve - “A” type. 
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The Diacon valve -“U” type. 
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differential pressure on its two sides, can be held at any position between 
full open and one in which it fits tightly over the slots, thereby com- 
pletely cutting off the flow of working fluid. : 

In the “A,” or auxiliary, type, the fluid outside the diaphragm 
differs from the working fluid, and by control, either local or remote, 
of the pressure exercised by this auxiliary fluid, which may be 
compressed air, water, glycerine, &c., the rate at which the working 
fluid passes through tthe valve can be accurately regulated. 

In the “ U,” or universal, type, the working fluid has access to 
both sides of the diaphragm, and by various arrangements regulating 
the pressure it exercises on the outside, the diaphragm can be kep 
full open, completely closed, or at any desired intermediate position. 
As with the auxiliary type, the va.ve can be operated by either local 
or remote control. 

In order to keep frictional loss through the valve as low as possible, 
the effective areas of the slots and of the annulus between the torpedo 


A 


We were recently shown the new Bratt Colbran industrial radiant 
unit, which has been designed to give the plant or oven builder the 
utmost flexibility in the construction of his installation. The unit 


Radiant Heating Plant embodying Bratt Colbran 


is rectangular in form with a flat front or radiating panel, and a number 
can therefore be built up into a plant of any desirable cross-section 
to suit the work to be processed, from flat sheets to large and bulky 
articles of any shape. Thus a plant can be constructed for work 
suspended from an overhead conveyor and hanging vertically or 
passed through the oven on a horizontal belt, the work being pro- 
cessed by downward radiation. Alternatively, units may be positioned 
to radiate heat from below. The performance of the units is such 
that they can be positioned vertically or canted forward or backward 
up to an angle of 45 degrees. 

For production there is complete tooling throughout so that inter- 
changeability of components is guaranteed, an important consideration 
in maintenance. An additional advantage of complete tooling is that 
accurate positioning and inter-relationship of components such as 
burners are ensured. The maintenance fitter’s task is further simplified 
by the fact that there is complete accessibility of all components 
through the back of each individual unit when built into the plant. 

At the present juncture, ignition and control are manually operated, 
but work is in hand to provide press-button control of both ignition 
and gas supply, and concurrently a new form of flame failure device 
will be incorporated. 

It is not the intention of Bratt Colbran, Ltd., to offer the complete 
heat processing plant, which function is left to the specialist industrial 
heating engineer. The units in the smaller size (a large unit is envisaged 
for production later) are now in full production and supplies are 
available subject only to the limitations imposed by current steel 
shortages; and we were informed that a live plant will be operating 
at the forthcoming British Industries Fair, Castle Bromwich. 


We give below a few details of dimensions and performance of 


these units. 


MODEL 1. 
Area of emitting surface, 2 sq. ft. 
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and the diaphragm is roughly one and a half times that of the pipe. 

Among advantages other than its ability to regulate flow accurately 
and without shock, it is claimed that the absence of glands and 
packings greatly facilitates maintenance. The small total space 
occupied, and the effectiveness with which it can be thermally insu- 
lated, are also said to represent substantial advances. Design can 
be varied so as to serve a wide range of purposes such, for example, 
as non-return, automatic safety, float, and closet valves. Remote 
control can be effected by hydraulic, pneumatic, or electrical means, 
the latter requiring less than 1/10 kW for the control of the largest 
size of valve, since only the flow through the by-pass port has to be 
regulated. 

It would seem that in the Gas Industry the new valve might perform 
many useful functions, operated either locally or by remote control, in 
gas-works, by-product works, distributing systems, and on gas-fired 
furnaces. 


UNIT 


Average surface temperature, 650° F. 
Temperature distribution over the whole surface, + 45° F. when 
freely exposed. 


radiant heating units (Brit. Pat. No. 454328). 
Drawing by courtesy of the Gas Light and Coke Company. 


Output: Radiation, 4,500 B.Th.U. per hour. 
A quantity of useful convected heat is also available depending 
upon the particular form of application. 


MODEL 2, 


Area of emitting surface, 4.25 sq. ft. 

Average surface temperature, 650° F. 

Temperature distribution over whole surface, + 60° F. when freely 
exposed. 

Output : Radiation, 9,550 B.Th.U. per hour. 

A quantity of useful convected heat is also available depending 
upon the particular form of application. 
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It is felt that the heater, made in the foregoing two sizes, will cover F 
the whole range of requirements. As mentioned, Model No. | only is & 


at present available. 


Dr. Harold Hartley, President of the Institution of Gas Enginee's, 


will be the guest of honour at a luncheon arranged by the Midland, F 
Association of Gas Engineers and Managers at the Queen’s Hotel, 


Birmingham, at 12.45 for 1 p.m., on Mar.-18. The luncheon will 


be followed at 2.30 p.m. by the annual general meeting of the & 


Association. 


The Enginee: 

Exhibition will be staged at the Royal Horticultural Hall, Westminster 
from May 19 to May 28. Originally it was intended to hold the 
exhibition this month. Delays experienced by some important 
exhibitors in completing new products and equipment have, however, 
decided the organizers that the best interests of the British export drive 
would be served by postponing the exhibition until May. By that 
time a range of new products will not only be ready for display but 
also available for immediate delivery to home and overseas buyers. 


ring and Industrial Equipment (Home and Export) i 
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GAS AND NATIONAL SAVINGS 


Both the South Metropolitan Gas Company and the South 
Suburban Gas Company have recently taken part in exhibitions 
connected with National Savings Weeks. In the photograph 
above, Mr. Gaitskell, Minister of Fuel and Power, is seen at 
the Borough of Lambeth Recovery Week Exhibition, which 
commenced on Feb. 28. 

The South Metropolitan Gas Company’s Stand was divided 
into two sections with a centre-piece entitled “‘ The Vital Flame,” 
consisting of a large block of coal, with an illuminated flame 
in coloured perspex, coming from the centre. The left-hand 
side of the stand was devoted to the by-products obtained from 
coal in the process of gas manufacture, while the right-hand 
side of the stand was devoted to research in fuel economy and 
to the services of the company. 

On the right is a photograph of the South Suburban Gas Com- 
pany’s stand at the Tonbridge Industries Fair which was also 
organized in connexion with the town’s National Savings Week. 
The Company’s stand was designed to show how the by-products 
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from _ the gas-works are taken, and used by other industries, also 
showing at the Exhibition, to obtain such diverse products as 
drugs, synthetic vitamins, fertilizers, insecticides, and plastics. 


Although, according to a member at a meeting of Lanark County 
Council in Glasgow last week, they would receive only £12,000 as 
compensation when their gas undertaking, worth £1.000,000, was taken 
over by the Government under nationalization, it was decided by 25 
votes to 19 not to press for increased terms. The Council thus rejected 
a motion submitted by Colonel R. S. Weir, Bothwell, who moved 
that they express their dissatisfaction with the proposed terms, and 
request the Secretary of State for Scotland to secure for them compen- 
sation commensurate with the value of the undertaking. Colonel 
Weir said the Council had to-day an undertaking which stood un- 
rivalled for efficiency and good management, but it was to be national- 
ized. ‘Is there any person in this room who can face his electors 
and say he agreed that property worth £1,000,000 belonging to them 
should be allowed to be taken away in return for £12,000,’ he asked. 
Mr. John Mann, County Convenor, said he thought that the Council 
was not getting such a raw deal, since they would be relieved of financial 
liabilities in other directions when the Government took over hospitals 
and Poor Law administration. 


THE IDEAL HOME EXHIBITION 
A REVIEW OF THE MANY ATTRACTIONS AND THE PART PLAYED BY GAS 


HE lofty halls of Olympia are once again filled with the 

music and magic of the Ideal Home Exhibition, the twenty- 

fifth in the famous series sponsored by the Daily Mail. If last 
year’s Exhibition, which was the first since 1939, seemed a little 
lacking in the vigour and quality of presentation with which it is 
usually associated, there is no sign of any such deficiency in the 
1948 offering. For one thing, there is more straightforward sell- 
ing and consequently less frustration. The Exhibition, which was 
opened by Their Majesties the King and Queen, accompanied 
by Princess Margaret, on March 2, will remain open until 
March 25. 

Before passing on to the gas exhibits, it is only fair tomakesome 
mention of the more general attractions. In the past there have 
been giant organs, 60 ft. fountains, and such remarkable features 
as that adopted in 1936 when all daylight was excluded from the 
building and painted silhouettes of buildings and stars made it 
~The City of Beautiful Night.” Nothing quite so elaborate has 
been attempted this time, but visitors cannot fail to be impressed 
by the full-sized tree which dominates the Grand Hall, the great 
staircases flanked by parapets of scarlet geraniums and life-sized 
golden lions, canopied by gold and scarlet streamers curving to 
an apex in the roof, or by the scale replica of the top of 
Nelson’s column, miniature sets from new British films, and the 
many other unusual attractions. As before, there is a section 
devoted to gardens, and one of the Exhibition’s most important 
features is a range.of houses of the latest design. 

Most of these houses are presented by the Ministry of Healtn 
to show the year’s prospect of town and country homes and 
the progress of past years towards the after-war restoration. 

There is, for example, the Airey rural house, 20,000 of which 
have been ordered by the Government for erection by local 
authorities in rural areas. The framework of the house consists 
of a series of concrete posts 18 in. apart, covered on the outside 
with the overlapping concrete slabs which give the house its 


weather boarded character and appearance; it may be erected 
by unskilled labour. The exhibit incorporates several modifica- 
tions not hitherto shown, such as reduced ceiling heights, and 
lower eaves level, a lower pitch of roof, asbestos cement roof 
covering supported on light alloy trusses and coloured slabs. 
This house is electrically equipped. 

The traditional house is, however, brick built, and forms part 
of a terrace, designed to suit the requirements of the town dweller. 
The bricks are buff coloured and the doors and metal windows 
are painted white; the roof is covered with asbestos cement sheet- 
ing painted black, supported on light steel trusses instead of 
the normal tile or slate covering on timbering rafters and battens. 
Two of the houses showing two different plan arrangements are 
completely furnished and equipped, and the third contains a dis- 
play of housing photographs and models. The domestic equip- 
ment includes a G.L.C. cooker, an Ascot water heater, and an 
Electrolux refrigerator. 

The Cornish unit house is constructed of concrete units which 
can be assembled by unskilled labour. The supporting posts 
are 3 ft. apart and the slabs are fitted into grooves in the side of 
the posts forming horizontal panels on the outside of the house. 
The concrete is made with the residue from the china clay work- 
ings in Cornwall. The gleaming white finish is particularly suit- 
able for the West Country from which this material is obtained. 

The exhibit shows two different plan arrangements and the 
furniture and furnishings, which were selected by the Council of 
Industrial Design include a Parkinson “Renown” gas cooker, 
an Electrolux refrigerator, and an Ewart gas sink water heater. 

The aluminium house, designed and produced by A. W. 
Hawksley, Ltd., is an entirely new type that has been developed 
from the aluminium bungalow and is factory made and designed 
for transportation in sections from the factory to the site. Each 
pair of houses consists of five sections which can be extended at 
will to form a continuous terrace. It is equipped with a Parkin- 
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son “ Renown ” cooker, a Radiation sink heater and an Electrolux 
refrigerator. The more familiar permanent aluminium bungalow 


is also shown. 
The Gas Pavilion 


At the far end of the Grand Hall and rising above all other 
stands are the exhibits of the British Gas-Council and the Ministry 
of Fuel and Power. Their exteriors are not dissimilar, having 
the same rectangular, fluted facade, and a roughly uniform colour 
scheme. The gas pavilion is, however, more festive in appear- 
ance and everything has been done to produce an appearance 
reminiscent of the fairground. The chief designer of the 
pavilion was Mr. James Gardner, O.B.E., who will be particu- 
larly remembered for his work on the “ Britain Can Make It” 


Their Majesties the King and Queen at the British Gas Coun- 
cil’s Pavilion during their tour of the Ideal Home Exhibition. 
They are accompanied by Lord and Lady Rothermere, 


and “Enterprise Scotland” Exhibitions, and to him must be 
credited much of the success of this effective and attractive stand 
—probably the best of the B.G.C.’s many fine offerings. The 
stand is rectangular in shape and carries a long pavilion not un- 
like the “big top” of circus fame. The sides are corrugated 
jn such a way that displays may be housed alternately, inside 
and outside. These walls are painted in gay colours and bear 
posters announcing the attractions within. At the entrance to 
the pavilion are two life-size clay models, one of a drummer 
and the other of a top-hatted showman of the old sort, both 
possessed of a most animated appearance. 

They are the work of Mr. Juan Rebull, the Catalan sculptor 
who was brought to London to create these figures and others 
in the display. From the two figures, one each side of the 
entrance, run curved counters which serve to display literature 
and act as information bureaux. 

Like all “ sideshows,” the pavilion has a theme, called in this 
case “The Seven Ages of Woman,” and portrayed by.a series 
of seven tableaux describing the part played by gas in the life 
of a woman, from her earliest days to the sunset of her life. 
The backgrounds of these scenes were painted by Miss Barbara 
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Jones, whose murals are well known, and form an attractive 
backcloth to Mr. Rebull’s figures which form” the focal point 
of each tableau. Taking them in turn, the first scene shows 
the baby, the story being that gas provides hot water on tap 
for the child’s bath and laundry, illustrated here with a De La 
Rue multipoint water heater, a FA/5 towel rail, and a FA/3 
“Mij” portable fire. It is also demonstrated that plastic toys 
come from materials won from coal at- the gas-works. The 
second scene shows the schoolgirl doing her homework in comfort 
by a Radiation gas fire. The furnishings of her room, it is 
emphasized, owe their brightness to dyes from gas by-products. 
Thirdly, the career girl, in this case beginning her career as a 
nurse, is also shown to be dependent on gas. An “ Emesay” 
instrument sterilizer, and an Ascot boiling water machine are 
included, and the preparation of drugs from by-products is 
stressed. The bride is indebted to the gas-works for nylon 
stockings, lip-stick, powder, and perfume, while the next pro- 
gression, the: young wife, shown here in the act of tossing a 
pancake, finds her Parkinson Mark IV cooker and Electroli 
refrigerator a necessity in her home. The sixth age, apparently 
middle age is grateful for her Dean washing machine, gas iron, 
and drying cabinet. Lastly, the elderly woman takes things easy 
by her gas-coke fire. Interspersed with these tableaux are 
examples of various types of gas appliances, together with 
interesting facts about gas. The public’s interest is further 
encouraged by a competition open to all who see the displays 
which invites them to state, on forms provided, which the) 
like best and why. The response to the fine appearance of the 
pavilion is most encouraging, and it will be interesting to learn 
how many take part in the competition, the prizes for which 
are: First, a gas cooker; second, a gas sink water heater; and, 
third, a gas portable heater. The results will be published in 
the Press. 

The exhibit by the Ministry of Fuel and Power which, as 
we have said, closely resembles the gas pavilion in outward 
appearance, adds to the resemblance by also having two figures 
at the entrance. Here the similarity ends, however, as_ these — 
are mechanical figures, with electric meters as bodies, pointing 
to large meter dials over the entrance. The stand is horse-shoe 
shaped, and contains eight displays cut in the shape of windows, F 
demonstrating -which domestic appliances consume the most 
current; the theme is, of course, electricity conservation, advising 
people to keep an eye on their meters. Other Government 
departments exhibiting include the Ministry of Food with af 
fine theatre for cooking demonstrations, the Board of Trade — 
showing two fully furnished rooms as a reminder of the impor- fF 
tance of exports and our dependance on imports, and the fF 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. % 

An important feature of the exhibition is “ The Army at Peace,” FF 
a section devoted to some of the less warlike but equally necessary FF 
tasks performed regularly by various Army units. The importance & 
of gas is admirably displayed in the section allotted to the Army & 
Catering Corps. Here visitors may see food prepared by trainees 
on fine gas equipment, including a Benham range and pastry 
oven; a gas refrigerator is also to the fore. 


Some" Trade Exhibits 


Stand 65.—As usual, Ascot Gas Water Heaters, Ltd., have a 
stand as attractive as any in the exhibition and one which attracts 
a deal of attention. It was designed by Mr. Rodney Thomas and 
employs a considerable amount of stonework and glass brick. 
Not the least delightful feature is the wealth of hyacinths and 
other spring flowers which perfectly relieve the otherwise “ heavy ” 


The elaborate entrance to the Gas Pavilion is illustrated at the left, while on the right may be glimpsed the gay interior. ° 
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32 contracts for new installations or major rebuilds with a total gas making capacity 


of 57 million cu. ft. per day. 


29 contracts for repairs with a total gas making capacity of 37 million 


cu. ft. per day. 





THE WOODALL-DUCKHAM VERTICAL RETORT & OVEN CONSTRUCTION CO. (1920) LTD. 
EBURY AND ALLINGTON HOUSES, 136-150 VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, S.W.1! 
Members of the Society of British Gas Industries 
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“ELLAND” HIGH-EFFICIENCY 


CONDENSERS 
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Illustration is of Water Tube Condensers, 
capacity | 500,000 c. ft. per day, in two units, 
complete with 24” valves and connections 





CARBONISING PLANT, GASHOLDERS OF ALL TYPES: 
PURIFIERS, WASHERS, MECHANICAL HANDLING PLANT 


ROBERT DEMPSTER & SONS LTD. 


ELLAND —_ YORKS 
London Office : | 57 Tufton Street, $.W.1 
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appearance of the stand. Bamboo is also widely employed and 
forms a background and support for the two life-size moving 
puppets which delight visitors by their leisurely tea drinking. A 
full range of water heaters is displayed. 

Stand 67.—Magnificent fireplaces and natural settings enhance. 
ihe range of fires exhibited by Bratt Colbran, Ltd. The fires 
themselves cover the three fields of heating—by coal, gas, and 
electricity—and include the “Heaped” fire, the “Chevin” gas- 
coke grate, and the “ Siesta” slow-combustion stove, “‘ Portcullis ” 
gas fires in various new designs, and “Solectra” electric fires. 

Stand 61.—Good lighting is the theme of the attractive exhibit 
by the British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd., designed to show the 
advantages of adequate illumination in homes, streets, schools, 
industry, and cinemas. Mazda lamps are on show in their many 
sizes and types. 

Stands 254 and 290.—The British Vacuum Cleaner and Engi- 
neering Co., Ltd., show on their two stands a full range of Goblin 
electric vacuum cleaners, Goblin clocks, including the “ Teas- 
made” model which makes tea, lights a bedside lamp and wakes 
the sleeper, and radios and irons. 

Stand 59.—Black and white is the principal colour scheme of 
ihe fine corner stand of Crane, Ltd. This contains a representa- 
tive range of boilers for domestic hot water supply, resicential 
Gas-fired and oil-fired 
boilers, and various types of radiator and towel airer complete 
the exhibit. 

Stand 425 features “ Dunlopillo,” a latex foam cushioning in 
the form of mattresses for the home, hospitals, &c., and for 
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cushioning in theatres and cinemas, surgical cushions, and many 
other purposes. It is a product of the Dunlop Rubber Co., Ltd. 


Stands 229, 285 and 359.—Easiwork, Ltd., devote two of their 
three stands to their Health cooker, a pressure cooker for which 
are claimed great economies in fuel. The other stand displays their 
famous range of kitchen furniture and fittings; cabinets, sink 
units, and many other accessories are shown. 


Stand 90.—A handsome display of geysers is exhibited by 
Ewart and Son, Ltd., set against an unusual black and yellow 
striped background ; the lettering on the stand is in red, form- 
ing an attractive combination of colour. The M.210 multipoint, 
the No. 30 bath geyser, and the M.75 sink heater are all shown, 
together with a Snackmaster and an instantaneous café set. 

Stand 281.—Electrolux, Ltd., show on this stand their new 
model Z.30 quiet suction cleaner, together with all its accessories 
—an attractive stand and an attractive product. 


Stand 69.—A pleasant example of clean colour and well- 
balanced design is the stand of FA-Neat, Ltd. All their models 
are displayed—the Trickle heater, single burner ring, two-burner 
hotplate, heated towel rail, and portable fires, &c.—but particular 
mention must be made of the new FA/7 convector fire which is 
both compact and attractive in appearance. 

Stand 294A .—L. G. Hawkins and Co., Ltd., feature on this popu- 
lar stand the Universal pressure cooker LGH 2340, an American 
design made in England under licence. It is neat, comfortable to 
handle, and it is claimed that a saving of 80% in fuel and labour 
is obtained by its usage. 


SHEFFIELD AND DISTRICT GAS COMPANY 


IR FRANCIS STEPHENSON, Bart., O.B.E., the Chairman, 
S presided at the Ordinary General Meeting of the Sheffield 

and District Gas Company, held at the Company’s Offices, 
Commercial Street, Sheffield, on Mar. 8. 

The CHAIRMAN, in moving the adoption of the Report and 
Accounts, said: You will notice that since the last annual general 
meeting there have been two changes in the Directorate. Your 
Company has suffered a great loss by the death of Sir Henry 
Stephenson. He had been a Director for more than 51 years 
and Chairman of the Board for almost 30 and except for the 
war years 1914-18, I do not think he ever missed a meeting until 
the September meeting a few days before his death. 

Mr. Edward W. Senior had been elected to the Board to fill 
the vacancy caused by the death of Mr. Robert G. Blake and 
this appointment was confirmed at an extraordinary general 
meeting of the stockholders in June last. As you are no doubt 
aware, Mr. Senior is this year’s Master Cutler. He is prominently 
associated with the industrial life of the City of Sheffield and 
I am sure you will agree that we have been very fortunate in 
securing his services. 

You will see from the report that despite increased costs your 
Company’s charges for gas remained unchanged throughout the 
year. However, in September the price of coal was increased 
by 4s. per ton and oil by 14d. per gall. Freightage also went 
up in October and so it was found necessary to advance the 
price ‘of gas from the New Year by two-fifths of a penny per 
therm, or 2d. per 1,000 cu.ft. A further increase in the price 
of coal amounting to 2s. 6d. per ton and an extra penny per 
gall. on oil has taken effect from Jan. 1, and this has necessitated 
another small advance in the price of gas. 

The coal position, which early in the year was somewhat 
desperate, largely on account of the severity of the weather, has 
steadily improved. It is still, however, far from satisfactory and 
the quality of the coal leaves a great deal to be desired. 

The total quantity of coke oven gas received during 1947 was 
less than in the previous year. This was due to reduced alloca- 
tions of coal to the coking plants and to the stoppage at the 
South Yorkshire pits towards the end of August last. Weather 
conditions during the’ first three months of the year and the 
shortage of coke oven gas made it necessary to curtail supplies 
of gas to industrial consumers, but as conditions improved the 
restrictions ‘were gradually modified. 

Gas sold during the year shows a decrease of 1.1% on the 
previous year’s figure. This slight decrease is entirely due to 
the restrictions on gas greg oer enforced at the beginning 
of the year to which I have already alluded. 

Turning now to the accounts, you will see that our issued 
capital has remained static throughout 1947. Capital expenditure 
during the year has been £96,207. The sum of £33,116 repre- 
sents the purchase of land, buildings, and equipment of the 
Worsbroughdale and Worsbrough Gas Light and Coke Com- 
pany, Ltd. Other items included in the figure are work on a 
new gasholder at Matlock, further holder anti-freeze equip- 
ment, compressors, a gas producer plant, and land at Parkwood 
Road, Sheffield. 


Capital work on mains and meters is still showing expansion. 
The capital now overspent, after writing off appropriate depre- 
ciation and making provision for the redemption of the gas grid, 
amounts to £60,963. 

In the revenue account the rising costs of materials and wages 
are again apparent. The further reduction in the quantity of 
coke oven gas supplied to your Company has necessitated the 
increased manufacture of coal and carburetted water gas. Puri- 
fying also shows an increase, but this mainly arises from a 
revision of accounting procedure and you will notice that it is 
compensated by. an increase in the figure for residual sales. 

With regard to the net revenue account, no further provision 
is thought necessary in respect of war damage contributions, as 
a substantial provision has already been made in past years. 
There is still no information as to what the final figure may be. 
As before, we have made allocations to the depreciation fund 
and the network redemption fund. The increase in the item of 
interest and discounts received arises mainly out of interest 
received on the redemption of tax reserve certificates. 

On both sides of the account you will see a figure of £748 
which was the amount taken out of the reserve fund at the 
end of June to maintain the payment of an interim dividend 
at the rate of 64% per annum. 

Regarding the balance sheet, with the amount of capital work 
under way it is not sunprising to see variations in the amount 
of stock, cash, debtors, and creditors. It should be noted that 
comparing 1946 with 1947 the net difference between these assets 
and liabilities has been maintained. 

The large increase in debtors for residuals and miscellaneous 
accounts is explained by a sum of about £50,000 being laid 
out on repair work which forms part of our claim for war 
damage. 

From the report you will see that, subject to your passing the 
necessary resolution, it is proposed to pay a final dividend for 
the year to Dec. 31, 1947, at the rate of 64% per annum, less 
income tax, which I trust you will agree is satisfactory. This 
will require a further transfer from the reserve fund of £416. 

With regard to the distribution side of your undertaking, as 
in recent years, the greater part of the mains laid by the Street 
Mains Department has been for the housing programme. Pro- 
gress has been retarded by the acute shortage of materials, but 
in all, some 114 miles of new and replacement mains have been 
laid and 1,780 services laid or renewed during the year. 

In the Sales Department, the amount of business done has 
been very satisfactory, receipts from the sales of domestic 
appliances being almost double the figure for the previous year 
and constituting a mew record. The general improvement in the 
delivery of appliances by the makers has been maintained. The 
demand for gas cooking and heating appliances has been extra- 
ordinary, while the sales of other types of apparatus have again 
been most gratifying. 

The Fittings Department has had a very busy year and_in 
addition to the ordinary and deferred routine work, has carried 
out a number of large and important contracts for heating and 
cooking installations for domestic and industrial consumers. 
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educational institutions, &c. There is still, however, a serious 
shortage of pipes and fittings. 

The Industrial Department has been completely re-organised 
during the year and has maintained the closest contact with 
industrial consumers. Considerable attention has been paid to 
the apparatus in the Furnace Demonstration Room and_ the 
Industrial Research Laboratory in order that the best service 
possible may be made available. 

In spite of the difficulty in securing equipment and materials of 
all kinds, the efficiency of the plant at the various works has been 
maintained. The programme of repairs has been kept well in 
hand and the gas-making plants have functioned satisfactorily 
during the year under review. 

Further improvements have been made during the year in the 
terms and conditions of service of the Comnany’s workmen, 
including an extra week’s holiday and the introduction of the 
44-hour working week. 

The purchase of the Worsbroughdale and Worsbrough Gas 
Light and Coke Company, Ltd., was completed on Apl. 24 and 
as from that date the Worsbrough undertaking became part of 
your -Company’s general undertaking. 

An agreement has been entered into for the acquisition of the 
Wirksworth Gas Light and Coke Company, Ltd., and at an extra- 
ordinary general meeting of the stockholders held in January last, 
your Directors were authorized to make application to the 
Ministry of Fuel and Power for a Special Order confirming this 
purchase. The application has been made, but the Ministry’s 
sanction has not yet been received. 

Reference should also be made to the acquisition of the Middle- 
ton (Derbyshire) Gas-Works and grateful acknowledgment given 
to the Derbyshire Stone Company for the gift of this non-statutory 
undertaking. The Derbyshire Stone Company operated these 
works for many years and rather than close them down decided 
to present them to Sheffield. Though something of a liability at 
the moment, your Company was glad to add them to the existing 
area of supply and so continue the policy of integration of 
adjacent undertakings. A main connecting the Sheffield Grid 
System to this and the Wirksworth Gas-Works will very soon be 
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laid, thereby closing down two more uneconomic works and giving 
better service to the consumers. a 

The question of integration naturally leads me to say a few 
words about the proposed nationalization of this industry, as 
the lack of integration is one of the main reasons given for this 
course. No one can accuse your Company of, having lagged 
behind in this respect as its policy of acquiring other undertakings 
in the district whenever possible has resulted in its area of supply 
covering over 330 square miles. 

As stockholders you are no doubt interested in the compensa- 
tion clauses of the Nationalization Bill, according to which, if they 
go through Parliament, you would receive 1498% for your Con- 
solidated stock. This-price is not unfavourable, as it is almost 
the highest figure at which the stock has ever stood, but as the 
clauses fail to tell us what rate of interest the new stock will 
bear, we are still left a good deal in the air. 

For 20 years your Company has never paid a dividend of less 
than 6% per annum, and the average stockholder in this Company 
has come to look upon his investment as a permanency and his 
income from it as steady, and your Directors maintain that com- 
pensation should be calculated on the basis of maintenance of 
income. 

Gas Acts and Orders in the past have inter-linked the interests 
of consumer, stockholder, and employee and by so doing have 
encouraged the sale of gas at its lowest economical price. Your 
Company has been conspicuously successful in this field and in 
my opinion one of the worst features of nationalization is that this 
incentive will be swept away. You may rest assured that your 
interests are being carefully watched not only by your own Board 
but through the British Gas Council, who have engaged an eminent 
Solicitor and Parliamentary Agent, together with an equally 
eminent Consulting Accountant, to work on your behalf during 
the passage of the Bill through Parliament. 

I should like to add an expression of thanks, first of all to my 
colleagues for their loyal support, and, secondly, to our General 
Manager, Mr. Halkett, and his staff, as well as to our employees 
generally for. the great services which they have rendered to your 
Company during the past most difficult year. 

The report and accounts were adopted. 





ISLE OF THANET GAS LIGHT 


The Annual Meeting of the Isle of Thanet Gas Light and 
Coke Company was held on Feb. 27, Mr. Wm. Booth Reeve, 
M.B.E., J.P., presided. 

The CHAIRMAN, moving the adoption of the Report and 
Accounts, said: One of the most encouraging features of a difficult 
year has been the continued rehabilitation of our area. Attention 
is called to the fact that, owing to evacuation during the war, 
gas consumption decreased to about one fourth of the normal 
output. At our last annual meeting I was able to 1eport on a 
steadily approaching return to our pre-war levels, and you will 
doubtless be very gratified to learn that during 1947 output 
has exceeded all previous records in the history of our Company. 
The comparative figures are as follows :— 

Gas Sold. 


Millions Cu.ft. 
523 
129 
292 


Year. 
1936 
1941 
1945 
1946 ase ihe eae A we 449 
1947 see nce oy et Ble we 525 

It cannot be repeated too often that before the war our Com- 
pany supplied gas at a price which was the fourth lowest of all 
undertakings in the Kingdom, and our policy has always been 
to keep the cost to our consumers at its lowest possible level. A 
reduction from 15d. per therm to 13.2d. was made from January, 
1947, and we are able to announce a further decrease to 12d. 
per therm as from January, 1948. We regard this as a matter 
for congratulation in view of the comparative cost of the main 
items, coal and labour, which in. 1936 totalled £71,487, and in 
1947 £157,624. 

With regard to the accounts, the Company‘s position continues 
to be very satisfactory. The total capital expenditure per million 
cu.ft. of gas sold is one of the lowest in the country. To meet 
the increasing demands an order has been placed for renewals 
and repairs of our carbonizing plant, and partial provision has 
been made towards costs involved. It is, however, well known 
that there is an enormous demand on all manufacturers for 
plant, and it is, therefore, very important that future requirements 
should be anticipated well in advance. 

There is little that can be said at present as to the question of 
the nationalization of our industry. Details as to the amount 
of compensation to be paid to the stockholders in the Gas 
Industry are awaited. Meanwhile, every effort is being made 
by the British Gas Council to see that the people dispossessed of 
their holdings shall be treated with common justice. For 123 
years our Company has a proud record of service to consumers 
and workers which, we believe. cannot be improved upon under 
any so-called “ Public Ownership.” 


AND COKE COMPANY 


For the last 50 years dividends of our Company have been 
controlled by Act of Parliament in relation to the price of gas. 
and in this connexion it may be worth while to take this oppor- 
tunity of looking back over the last few years. In pre-war days 
the price of gas was 7d. per therm; the dividend was 10%; and 
the market value of our Ordinary stock stood in the region of 
£200%. The evacuation of our area during the war period re- 
duced our population from a normal 42,000 to just under 9,000 
with a corresponding grave decrease in the production of gas. 
To this loss of output and the considerable increase in our costs 
for coal, labour, and every other commodity must be attributed 
the necessity to increase the price of gas to Is. 3d. per therm. 
and cutting down the dividend to 5%. It is interesting to note 
that, although in 1936, which was our peak year, we had an out- 
put of 525 million cu.ft.; we exceeded this in the year 1947 by 
some 2 million cu.ft., and have set up an entirely new record of 
production within a matter of two years from the end of the 
war. This fully confirms our view that we have an asset of con- 
siderable value, and in due time we hope this point will be 
appreciated. At the end of 1946 it was decided to reduce the 
price of gas from 15d. to 13.2d. per therm, which authorized. 
under our own Act of Parliament, payment of a dividend of 64°. 
for the year 1947, and in fact an interim payment of 33% was 
paid in respect of the first half of the year. Unfortunately a Bill 
for nationalization of the Gas Industry has been laid before 
Parliament, and Clause 32 limits dividends on our Ordinary stock 
to the amount paid for the year 1946, notwithstanding the re- 
duced price of gas. The matter is now in the hands of the 
British Gas Council and we are hopeful that this unfair treat- 
ment may be rectified in the Committee stage of the Bill. 

The Directors desire to record their appreciation of the con- 
tinued services rendered by the whole staff during the past year 

Mr. C. C. MAUGHAN, seconding, said it was extraordinary that 
a Bill which was before Parliament, and had not yet been passed. 
could upset an existing Act of Parliament and create a great 
hardship on the stockholders. The price of gas had again been 
reduced from January, 1948, and normally this should authorize 
a still higher dividend to the amount limited by existing Acts. 

Captain A. C. Hatfield, J.P., was re-elected a Director, and 
Mr. A. J. Saxby, a Statutory Auditor. 


Long Service Presentations were made by Mr. G. E. Currier. 
Engineer and Manager of the Bradford Gas Department, at a staff 
gathering at the Queen Hotel, Bradford; to Mr. G. A. West, Work’ 
Manager at the Birkshall Lane Works, and Mr. A. M. Hinton. 
Statistics Clerk, each of whom had completed 40 years’ service. 
They both entered the Department as boys. 
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NEW WORLD No. 1430 Gas Cooker 


PRODUCT OF Radiation Ltd Radiation House, Aston, Birmingham, © 


a 
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PLATE RACK and COVER TOP 
are simple to operate 


The NEW WORLD No. 1430 Gas Cooker is fitted with a folding 
platerack and covertop which are notably easy to operate. (Fixed 
backplate models, available if required, are fitted with folding 
plateshelves which are equally easy in action.) 

These fitments are among the ten features (listed below) which 
justify the claim that the No. 1430 is the best NEW WORLD Gas 
Cooker yet produced. 


10 points of supremacy 


1 Elegant in appearance 
2 Easy to clean 
3 Cooks to perfection 
4 Saves Gas 
5 Air-Float Oven heats quickly 
6 Spring-Sealed Door conserves heat 
7 Regulo controls oven temperature 
8 Chassis construction for strength 
9 Leak-proof Vertico taps 
% 10 Easy action platerack and Covertop 


NEW WORLD No. 1430 Gas Cooker 


Showrooms & London Offices: 7 & 8 Stratford Place, W.1 propuct oF RddiationLtd 











IN THE MANUFACTUR 


4 ~ 


ee 


Sanciting and Mliting 


The production of the fine enamel finish 
characteristic of Main appliances involves a 
series of interesting operations. First, the 
powdered ingredients are weighed, carefully 
mixed together according to the type of enamel 
required, and put into the smelting retort. 
Here they are subjected to a temperature 
between 1,050° C. and 1,100° C. which reduces 
the powders to a molten mass. When this has 
reached the desired temperature and viscosity, 
the retort is revolved and the contents poured 
into a trough of water, which causes the 
** metal ’’ to disintegrate and produce what is 
known as ‘‘frit.’’ This is carefully dried, 
inspected and weighed and oxides are added 
according to the colour required. It is now 
ready for the ‘‘ milling ’’ process in rotary 
drums half filled with stone grinding balls. 
The *‘ frit ’’ is mixed with water and is ground 
for 8 to 10 hours until it is reduced to a smooth 
suspension of enamel ready for application to 
the various parts of gas appliances requiring 
this particular finish. 


The upper illustration shows rotary grinding 
mills, the lower, white-hot ‘‘ metal ’’ being 
poured from the smelting retort. 


R. & A. MAIN LIM 
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GAS UNDERTAKINGS’ RESULTS 


South Staffordshire Mond Gas Company.— 
Fuel gasified during 1947 was 11.8% more 
than in 1946 and the cost of fuel gasified 
was 19.4% more. Gas distributed in- 
creased by 11.1%. Gross profit was £24,666, 
and net profit £11,750. An Ordinary 
dividend of 4%, less tax, has been declared, 
leaving a balance of £22,912 to be carried 
forward, 

East Surrey Gas Company.—Gas saleS 
in 1947 reached a total of 4,230,182 therms 
and yielded £281,922 towards a total revenue 
of £382,885. Total expenditure was 
£355,371, leaving £27,514 to be carried 
to profit and loss account. Dividends are 
maintained at standard rates on the various 
classes of Preference shares and at 5% on 
the Ordinary ““ B”’ stock, and the balance 
carried forward is £936 compared with 
£3,919 brought in. 


Yorktown (Camberley) and District Gas 
and Electricity Company.—The Directors 
are recommending the following dividends 
in respect of the half-year ended Dec. 31: 
5°, Consolidated Preference stock, 24% 
actual (making 5% for the year); 4% Re- 
deemable Preference stock, 2% actual 
(making 4% for the year); Consolidated 
Ordinary stock, 23% actual (making 54% 
for the year); all less tax. Profit on revenue 
account for the year was £28,311 (1946, 
£31,427); undivided profit forward £5,848 
(1946, £5,537). 

Woking District Gas Company.—The Com- 
pany sent out a record quantity of gas in 
1947, the sales of 1,995,306 therms showing 
an increase of 4.5% over 1946. Of a gross 
revenue Of. £192,289, a balance of £19,889 
was carried to net revenue account against 
£18,570 for the previous. year. After pro- 
viding for Debenture and other interest 
charges, final dividends have been declared 
at the rate of 5% on the “A” Ordinary 
stock, making 104% for the year, and 34% 
on the “ B’’ Ordinary stock, making £7 7s.% 
for the year, leaving £12,345 to be carried 
forward to the next account. 


Chester United Gas Compny.—Gas sales 
in 1947 totalled 4,045,898 therms and 
brought in £157,031 against £147,748 for 
the previous year. The balance carried to 
profit and loss account is £20,186 compared 
with £24,591 for the previous year. A final 
dividend of 34% makes a total distribution 
of 53% for the year, leaving a balance of 
£3,529 to be carried forward. A sum of 
£1,986 was transferred from reserve account 
for the benefit of co-partner employees which, 
together with £1,241 allocated to the co- 
partnership fund from the revenue account, 
permitted a bonus of 64% on salaries and 
wages to employees participating. 


Alliance and Dublin Consumers’ Gas 
Company.—The accounts for the half-year 
ended Dec. 31 show a surplus on revenue 
account of £30,661. After providing for 
interest on Debenture stock, interest on 
temporary loans, and income tax, there 
remains £14,906, to which is added £2,678 
for interest on investments, and the balance 
of £15,328 brought forward, making a 
total of £32,913. A dividend of 4% per 
annum leaves £9,052 to be carried forward. 
Gas sales for the half-year yielded £669,757. 
After six years of restricted and intermittent 
gas service the full 24 hours’ per day supply 
was restored on Jan. 15. The change was 
made possible by the purchase of substantial 
quantities of American coal and an improve- 
ment in coal qualities from Great Britain. 


Liverpool Gas Company.—Gas sales for 
1947 show an increase over 1946 of 4.57%, 
the domestic consumption being 5.7% 
and the commercial and industrial 3.1% 
in excess of the comparative figures for last 


year. Residuals continue to form an in- 
creasing part of the gross income, and 
whereas in 1938 they represented 18.94%, 
in 1947 the income from this source was 
equal to 26.48% of the total income. There 
is still a large unsatisfied demand for both 
coke and tar, and as the Company expects 
to make still more of these products in the 
current year this valuable source of revenue 
shows every sign of increasing. Net profit 
for the year was £566,931 against the compar- 
able figure for 1946 of £501,743. With the 
balance brought forward of £31,596, there 
is available £598,527, from which must 
be deducted £108,023 as provision for 
income tax, £295,000 as provision for 
deferred repairs and renewals, £33,849 as 
interim dividend on Ordinary stock at 
23%, less income tax, and £11,921 for co- 
partnership bonus, leaving £149,734, out 
of which has been declared a fina' dividend 
of 23% for the year ended Dec. 31 (making 
54% per annum) on the Ordinary stock. 
This will absorb £33,752, leaving the in- 
creased figure of £115,982 to be carried 
forward. 


Oxford and District Gas Company.— 
Disappointment is expressed in the statement 
of the Chairman, Mr. H. M. Lodge, accom- 
panying the report and accounts, at the fact 
that little or no progress has been made in 
regard to the Special Order authorizing the 
extension of the works. More than two 
years have elapsed since the project was 
mooted, and the delay in starting the exten- 
sion is causing apprehension. The Minister 
of Fuel and Power is expected soon to hold a 
public enquiry in connexion with the Com- 
pany’s application. The Company is now 
supplying gas in bulk to the Wantage Urban 
District Council pending the purchase of the 
Councils gas undertaking. By volume the 
Company produced 1.63% more gas in 
1947 than in 1946; on a thermal basis the 
increase was 8.95%. The maximum daily 
output reached 8.9 million cu.ft. in January, 
1947, and exceeded previous records by 
11%. The revenue profit of £45,048 was 
£1,560 less than in the previous year. It is 
emphasized that the profit represents abeut 
4.3% on the capital, including reserves, 
employed in the undertaking, and that the 
price of gas in the city still compares favour- 
ably with the average charge throughout 
the country. Dividends at standard rates 
have been declared on the Preference stocks 
and at 93% on the Ordinary stock. 


Romford Gas Company.—The balance 
carried from revenue to profit and loss 
account for 1947 is £45,702. Gas sales 
yielded £376,086, rentals £21,044, and resi- 
duals £84,293. The sales of gas at 1,438 
million cu.ft. established a record in the 
history of the Company and showed an 
increase of 5.1% over the preceding year. 
The Directors’ report states that during the 
year a new installation of four Lancashire 
type boilers was completed and new con- 
densing, exhausting, and washing plant put 
into operation. To meet increasing demands 
plans have been prepared for major schemes 
of extension to manufacturing plant and 
distribution systems, and following sanction 
from the Ministry of Fuel and Power con- 
tracts have been placed for the installation 
of carbonizing plant with coal and coke 
handling and storage plant having a capacity 
of six million cu.ft. of gas per day, and a 
mechanically operated fully automatic car- 
buretted water gas plant of two million 
cu.ft. per day capacity, complete with puri- 
fiers and other ancillaries. The high pressure 
distribution system was extended for a 
distance of a mile and a quarter to improve 
the supply to Upminster and certain districts 
in Hornchurch and the low pressure systems 


were extended to meet demands from new 
houses. The report records the Directors’ 
appreciation of the services of the General 
Manager and Engineer, Mr. Sidney Smith, 
and the Secretary, Mr. A. R. Shirley, during 
a most difficult year. Dividends have been 
declared at the standard rates on the three 
classes of Preference stocks and at 5% 
per annum on the Ordinary stock. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 


Gas fired unit heaters form the subject 
of a descriptive leaflet just issued by the 
Harris Engineering Company, York Works, 
Browning Street, London, S.E.17, which 
gives technical details of these units which 
range in gas consumption from } therm 
per hour to 24 therms, the amount of air 
discharged per minute being respectively 
250 cu.ft. and 3,000 cu.ft. 


* * * 


In an extensive and well produced brochure 
illustrated by 50 photographs, the Visco 
Engineering Company, Ltd., Stafford Road, 
Croydon, deals with dust collection and fume 
removal. The photographs show many 
actual installations and it is clear from the 
brochure that the application of Visco 
equipment has done away with unpleasant 
working conditions, greatly to the benefit 
of those employed in very many processes 
of widely different character. 

* * * 


From W. H. Sanders (Electronics), Ltd., 
Bedwell Lane, Stevenage, we have received 
particulars of their ** Flamutroller ** (Model 
FAR.O1), which is designed to provide 
continuous supervision of combustion in 
gas or oil fired furcaces. Its action is 
instantaneous upon flame failure, thereby 
eliminating risk of explosion. Failure of 
the instrument itself will also cause the fuei 
supply to be cut off. The device may be used 
in conjunction with a visual or audible 
signal as a flame alarm, or can be employed 
to make furnace ignition fully automatic. 

J J * 


A new booklet published by W. Edwards 
& Co. (London), Ltd., Kangley Bridge 
Road, London, S.E.26, deals with high 
vacuum equipment. The Company was 
formed nearly 25 years ago and has devoted 
its activities exclusively to this important 
field. To-day they manufacture rotary me- 
chanical and diffusion pumps, high vacuum 
gauges, vacuum accessories, and complete 
vacuum installations, while their research, 
development, and design departments have 
made significant contributions to the advance 
in technique arising from wartime applica- 
tions. 

* ® * 

Founded in 1909, Woods of Colchester’ 
Ltd., Colchester, Essex, have pursued a 
policy of continuous development in fan 
engineering. Aerodynamic performance and 
fan motor design have been studied simul- 
taneously in order to produce the most 
efficient combinations. We have received 
from the firm copies of their recent catalogues 
describing their ‘* Aerofoil *’ axial flow fans 
propeller fans, fan regulators, and units 
designed to supply fresh air at the right 
temperature to the breathing zone of in- 
dustrial premises. Suspended through the 
roof, they draw in fresh air and diffuse 
it at low velocity into the working area. 
A further catalogue gives details of flame- 
proof propeller fans for use in situations 
where the air may contain inflammable 
vapours. These fans are supplied for 
working against resistances up to 0.4 in. 
static water gauge. 
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METAL-TO-METAL ee MATERIAL 


Ever since 1913 “ PERMAC,” the original 
Metal-to-Metal Jointing, has been holding 
up difficult joints in Gas Works and on 
Coke Oven Plants all over the world. 
Equally suitable for any joint—steam, 
water, gas, oil, benzol, ammonia, etc.— 
screw pipe or flange. 


| ferences to tax burdens, 
| opened last week with a better tone in the 


_ transactions totalled 376, 
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COMPANY NEWS 


Radiation, Ltd.—The Directors will recom- 
mend at the annual general meeting on Mar. 
31 the payment of an Ordinary dividend of 
124% for the year. This compares with 
10% for each of the four preceding years. 
Income from the subsidiary companies for 
the year was £348,115 gross and £191,463 
net (compared with £295,083 gross and 
£162,296 net for the previous year). The 


| aggregate profits of the subsidiary companies 


for the year were £651,047 gross and £314,023 
net, after providing for profits tax and income 
tax (compared with £581,761 gross and 
£285,978 net for the previous year. Transfer 
books will be closed from Mar. 12 untilafter 
the meeting. 


Sunderland Gas Company.—Net revenuc 
account for the year ended Dec. 31 shows 


| that after deducting interim dividend there 


is an available balance of £28,436. Pay- 
ment of a final dividend of 3%, making 6% 
for the year, leaves £18,465 to be carried 
forward against £18,679 brought in. Gas 


| sent out created a new record, being 3.42% 


greater than in 1946 and 77% over 1939. 
This unprecedented output of gas necessi- 
tated the full utilization of the manufacturing 


| plant and the maintenance of a full supply 


of gas reflects credit on the entire personnel 


| of the Company. Although headway has 


been made in overtaking arrears of repair 


| and renewal of plant and mains, continued 
| shortage of materials limits the scope of 
| this work. Laying of mains and services 


to provide gas supplies to new trading and 
housing estates continued during the year. 


| Referring to the introduction of the Gas 


Bill, the Directors in their report assure 
the stockholders that they are “satisfied 


| that the interests of proprietors and con- 
sumers alike will be strongly represented.” 


| GAS STOCKS AND SHARES 


Following the Chancellor’s week-end re- 
stock markets 


hope that next month’s Budget might be less 
drastic than had been feared. Continuing 
unsettled conditions in international politics, 
however, led to further contractions ‘in 
turnover, and when Thursday’s transactions 
on the London Stock Exchange shrunk to 
6,433 the week’s total was brought down to 
the abnormally low figure of 36,193. British 
funds showed a slight improvement on the 
week, and the few price changes in the 
industrial section, though slight, were in 
favour of holders. 

Gas stocks remained” firm and the week’s 
the highest for 


TRADE 


TOM CARRINGTON & CO. LTD. 
Lyndon Toolworks, West Bromw'ch. T/N 
0517 (2 lines). 

“LYNDON” and “EGA-KUT” 
SCREWING TOOLS; 
TAPS; DIES; STOCKS amp DIES; 
GROUND THREAD TAPS 


HILMOR LTD. 


Tube Bending Machines (Hand and Power). 
Tube Bendi: ia 
65, oy Cotstaat teens, Sitna's Queen, London, N. 1. 
e: Terminus 4714 (2 lines). 
bo chines for 
e can supply ma 
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three weeks. Price changes were very small, 
and the general level remained two to three 
points below the compensation price. South 
Metropolitan Ordinary advanced three points 
to 99}, which is slightly over seven points 
above the compensation price, the difference 
being accounted for by the expectation of 
possible claim under Clause 25 of the Gas 
Bill, relating to undertakings which suffered 
from damage or evacuation during the war. 
Rises and falls for the week were as follows : 


OFFICIAL LIST 
—127 | 
—115 | 


Bournemouth, 6 p.c. pref. .. 122 
Bristol, gen. cap. 5 p.c. max 
(xd. Feb. * at 


Cardiff, cons. ord. ad 
Croydon, sliding scale |. tig 
Gas Light & Coke, ord. ...| 22/6 
Hastings & St. L., 34 p.c. Std. .... 87 
Montevideo, Ltd.,ord. ...  «+/120 
South Metropolitan, ord. +e) 98 
Do a) 96 


4 p.c, irred. pref, 
Do. 3 p.c. perp. deb. ... 81 
Tottenham, 54 p.c. irred. pref. .. 115 


United Kingdom, 4 p.c. Ist red. 
cum. pref | 19'- — 20/- 


GAS PRODUCTS PRICES 


Mar. 6 
London.—There are no changes to report 
in the prices of Coal Tar products. 


Provinces.—Average prices for gas-works 
products this week are: Pitch, 100s. per ton; 
toluole, naked, North, 90’s, 2s. 4d. to 
2s. 63d. per gall; pure, 3s. 24d. Prices 
for carbolic acid 60’s anthracene, creosote 
oil (hydrogenation), coal tar oils (timber pre- 
servation, &c.), and strained anthracene oil 
are controlled by Government Orders. 
Prices for road tar are increased by one 
penny per gall. by S. R. & O. 1947, 177. 


Scotland.—Demad continues strong with 
prompt supplies scarce. 


Refined tar.* Yield to the distiller is 
6d. per gall. ex works, naked. Creosote 
oil. Timber preserving quality*, 54d. to 
64d. per gall.; hydrogenation oil,* 5id. 
per gall.; low gravity or virgin oil,f 73d. 
to 74d. per gall.; benzol absorbing oil, 
6id. to 8d. per gall. Refined cresylic 
acid is 3s. 6d. to 4s. 6d. per gall. ex works, 
naked, according to quality.. Crude 
naphtha,t 8d. to 10d. per gall. Solvent 
naphtha.* Basic maximum prices delivered 
in bulk, 90/160 grade 2s. 10d. per gall. 
and 90/190 heavy naphtha, unrectified, 
2s. O}d. per gall.; rectified, 2s. 4d. per gall. & 
Pyridine,t 90/160 grade 15s. per gall., and & 
90/140 grade 17s. per gall. f 


* Price controlled. + Uncontrolled. 


CARDS 


M. B. WILD & CO. LTD. 


Mechanical Engineers, Argyle Street, Birming- 
ham 7. T/N East 0472. 


CAPSTANS. BY-PRODUCTS COKE OVEN 
MACHINERY. ELEVATORS. CON- 
VEYORS. WAGON TIPPLERS. 


WALTER KING, LTD. 


11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, London, E.C. 4. 
T/N Central 2236. 


ae DOMESTIC UTILIZATION OF GAS” 
(Parts I and II, Combined Edition), Smith & 
Le Fevre. Price 15s. 6d. post free. 
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A.L.CURTIS Westmoor Works CHATTERIS -Cambs - ate] 


eligse 


BRASSWOR K 


OF BEST QUALITY AT REASONABLE PRICES 


OUR RANGE aes FITTINGS IS NOT COMPLETE BUT IT IS BEING EXTENDED 
HOSE INCLUDED ARE AVAILABLE FOR 


EARLY DELIVERY, 
USUALLY FROM STOCK 
SEND FOR LEAFLET TO : 
LOMAX & SMITH, LTD. 
EAST KINGSWAY WORKS, 
DUNDEE 


TEL : DUNDEE 81123 





Contractors’ & Miners? i : ERATED. ee 
| qq Woollen Jeckets» 244, Goswell Road, LONDON, E.C.1 


THOMAS BUGDEN & CO. 


India-Rubber and Airproof Manufacturers and General Contractors. 
LA RGEST MANUFACTURERS OF GAS MAIN BAGS. 
F, BARB, LONDON.” Telephone—6147 CLERKENWELL 


Contractors to H.M. Governmen 
PATENTEES OF THE 


DENMAR BAG 


Impervious to Main Liquor and 
Climatic Influences. 





ponte 
Pull-through and Expanding Cylinder Shape. 
MAIN STOPPERS. 


Allt of 
INDIA-RUBBER BOOTS. 
DRAIN RODS AND 
WHALE-BONE BRUSHES. 


Stokers’ Mitts and Gloves 


HOSE AND TUBING aS 
of every description. 


FOR ALL PURPOSES. 











PHONE : COLINTON 8772 


GAS W orKS 


roots, COKE 


BRASSWORK, BARROWS, 


COKE FORKS, 


EQUIPMENT 


© FERNIELAW Ave. 
& COLINTON, 
@ EDINBURGH, 13 
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& EXHAUSTERS 


See our Advertisement Next Week. 


REAVELL «& co. trp. IPSWICH. 


PUBLISHERS’ NOTICE. 


JOURNAL 


FOR AIR 
AND GAS. 


ALSO COMPLE 


GAS JOURNAL. (Weekly.) 


March 10, 1948 


Re 


EWART CGHAINBELT CO., LTD. 
DERBY, 
Driving and Conveyor Chains of the best 


quality ; 
Blaz 


ENGLAND 


made of Ley’s Celebrated 
kheart Malleable Iron. 


TE CONVEYORS AND ELEVATORS 


Subscription Rates: Home and Empire: 45/- per annum; Foreign: 52/- per annum. (Both payable in advance.) A copy of the 
“Gas Journal” Calendar & Directory is presented each year to continuous subscribers. 


Classified Advertisements : All Small Classified advertisements are charged at 1|/- per line (approx. 8 words)—minimum charge 5/-. A Box 
Number address occupies 2 lines, and a further 6d. is charged towards cost of postage on replies. 


GAS SERVICE. (Monthly.) 


Annual Subscription rate : 6/- payable in advance. Classified Advertisement charges as for ‘* Gas Journal.” 


GAS. 


The Record of the British Junior Gas Associations (Monthly). 


Annual Subscription: 12/- payable in advance. 


Classified advertisements not accepted. 


WALTER KING, LTD., Il, BOLT COURT, FLEET STREET, LONDON, E.C.4. 


Telephone : CENtral 2236-7. 


Se 


OXIDE 


BEST QUALITY DUTCH BOG ORE 
SPECIALLY ACT — OXIDE OF 
IRON 


which has stood the test of 70 years and 
rapidly absorbs 60% Sulphur (wet basis). 


Send your enquiries to 
GAS PURIFICATION & CHEMICAL 
COMPANY LIMITED 


ESTABLISHED 1873 


PALMERSTON HOUSE, 34, OLD BROAD STREET, 
LONDON, E.C. 2. 

Telegrams : 

** Purification, Stock, London.” 


BROADBENT’S 
SLAG WOOL 


THE WORLD'S FINEST 


FIRE-PROOF NON-CONDUCTING 


material for 


GAS PLANT 


of every description 


J.C.BROADBENT « Go., Lro. 


SLAG WOOL WORKS 54/5, LONDON WALL 
REDCAR, YORKS LONDON, E.C.2 
T.N. Redcar 16 T.N. City 4613 


Telephone: 
London Wall 5077 





ee... ......... eee 
MEWBURN, ELLIS & CO., 
CHARTERED PATENT AGENTS 


AND TRADE MARK AGENTS 
70 & 72, Chancery Lane, London, W.C.2. 


Telegrams ; “‘ Patent, London.”’ Phone : Holborn 0437 
And 3, St. Nicholas Buildings, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 





KINGS PATENT AGENCY, LTD. 

(Director, B. T. King, A.I.M.E., Patent Agent) 

Advice, Handbook, and Consultations free. 146a, Queen 
Victoria Street, London, E.C.4. Phone : City 6161. 


“K LEENOFF”: 


THE COOKER CLEANER | 


Tins for Sale to Consumers. in Bulk for Works Use. | 


IRON. | 


| 
| 


BALE & CHURCH, LTD.) 


33, ST. MARY AT HILL, LONDON, E.C.3. 


OXIDE OF 


Telephone : Telegrams : 


Mansion House 1156. “ Balefire, London.” 


THE DEVONARC WELDING) 
WORKS, The Old Tannery, 
Alphington, Exeter, 


TELEPHONE: EXETER 54594 


FOR GUARANTEED WELDING. 


Recently we completed 2 miles of 8" and 
15" H.P. Steel Gas Main Joints Without 
a Leak on Test. 





Syphons, Bends, Flanged Specials, 
etc. Fabricated on site. A record of 
which we are proud. 


WE GUARANTEE OUR WORK 
TIGHT BEFORE TEST! 


PRESSURE WORK OUR 
SPECIALITY. 


ARE YOU HELD UP FOR FLANGED 
PIPES, SPECIALS, ETC? WHY NOT 
TRY US? OUR MOTTO ‘ QUALITY 


Telegrams : Gasking, Fleet, London. 


MAINLAYING 


E. E. JEAVONS & CO,, LTD., 
| Gas Engineers and Mainlayers, 


TIPTON, STAFFS 


CITY OF MANCHESTER 


BOG ORES 


IRISH 
BELGIAN and DUTCH 


HARRISONS (LONDON) LTD. 
66, MARK LANE, LONDON, E.C.3 








Telegra Te e 
“*BIRCHROCK, LONDON.” 


ROYal 3120. 


PLANT, &c. 
ROBERT DEMPSTER & SONS, 
LTD., ELLAND, Builders of CARBONIZING 
PLANTS, both Horizontal and Vertical. Manu- 
facturers of CONDENSERS, PURIFIERS GAS- 
HOLDERS, &c., also every description of COAL 
and COKE HANDLING PLANT. __ Telegrams: 


‘*Dempster, Elland.” Telephone : Elland 
2241, 2242 and 2243. 


FIRTH BLAKELEY, SONS 
& CO., LTD. 
Vulcan’ tronworks, Church 
Yorks. 

MAN UFACTURERS of Gas- 

holders, Tanks, Condensers, Purifiers, 
Scrubbers, Washers, and every description of 
Gas Plant. 


Sole Makers of the “‘P.M”’ semi-water Gas Plant 
Telegrams; ‘* Blakeleys, Church Fenton.” 


Fenton, 





FIRST.’ 


| 


Telephone ; Barkston Ash 234 and 235 (Private 


| 3ranch Exchange). Code: ‘ Bentleys.” 





ONS, 
IZING 
Manu- 
GAS- 
COAL 
grams: 
Elland 


INS 


anton, 


Gas- 
rifiers, 
tion of 
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- MISCELLANEOUS 
MONOMARK SERVICE. Permanent London 


address. Letters redirected immediately. Con- 
fidential. 5s. Royal patronage. Write 


r annum, 
MONOMARK, BCM/MONOSH, W.C.1l. 


REPAIRS 


PAYNE & & FLOOD, LTD., 182, ‘Oldham Road, 

, BB. 4, Phone Col. 1393, are in a ition 
to undertake all eg ance! nag LANT 
REPAIRS, Retort Reconstruction, Producer 
Relinings, Hot and Cold. Patching, Structural] Steel- 
work Erected and Dismantled. Expert advice available. 


PLANT FOR SALE & WANTED 


ETERS. One gross old, three-light slots» 

various makes, reasonable condition, minimum 

rate 12 ft., for disposal. Apply to ENGINEER, Gas | 
Company, Dudley. 





FOR SALE. A number of new and unused 

5-light wet TEST METERS, }j cu.ft. per rev., 
“— three auxiliary dials. Also a number slightly 
used, 


| CONTRA CTS WANTED. Painting, 
Sheeting and Steelwork. Full service. 





Lonc EATON 
Long Eaton. 


Gas COMPANY, Nottingham Road, 





ENCLOSED RECTANGULAR TANKS, 2,700 | 
1. Three-inch electric CENTRIFUGAL}! 
PUMP, 230/1/50. Three-throw Evans ELECTRIC} 
PUMP, 4in. by 6in., 415/3/50. Unused CALORIFIER, 
27 in. by 15 in. by 15 in. Diesel LOCOMOTIVE, 
24 in. gauge, 20 h.p. AIR RECEIVER, 6 ft. 7 in. by 
2 ft. 6 in., 60 Ib. 
Harry H. GARDAM & Co., L1p., Staines. Phone 98. 





FOR, “SALE. of STREET LIGHTING 
QUIPMEN rine luding about seven dozen 
vecisaiened “Gunfire ’ > Controllers, six Cranford 
Lamps with comet ignition, three dozen square 14 in. 
Lanterns, some with Multiray and Roof Reflectors. 
Apply the ENGINEER AND MANAGER, Dawlish Gas 
and Coke Co., Ltd., 10, Park Road, Dawlish. 


FOR SALE 
BELT CONVEYORS. 


Four off new and unused, gente, electric 

driven BELT CONVEYORS by John Thompson 
(Wolverhampton), Ltd., 15 in. belt, 39 ft. 6 in. centres, 
16ft. rise. Driven through size 5 “‘ Radicon ” reduction 
gear by a 2.5 h.p. squirrel cage, totally enclosed motor 
by Metro-Vick, 220/380 volts, 3 phase, 50 cycles, 960 


r.p.m. 
GRIT PUMP. 


New and unused Vacseal GRIT PUMP. by Inter- | 
national Combustion, Ltd., 24 in. suction, 2 in. dis-| 
charge, capacity 75 g.p.m. Mounted on steel trolley | 





and belt driven by 6 h.p. petrol] engine. 

Also all types of centrifugal, trailer and vertical steam | 
pumps. 

JAMES N. CONNELL, Phoenix and Clifton Works, 
Coatbridge, Scotland. Telephone: Coatbridge 1121 
(5 lines). 


OFFERS ARE INVITED 


Two secondhand ninan  Denhis EXHAUSTERS. 
as follows:— s 

One 200,000 cu.ft. per hour, TWIN CYLINDER, 

One 150,000 cu.ft. per hour, SINGLE CYLINDER | 

Both EXH A4USTERS are steam driven, complete with | 
inlet and outlet valves, regulator and steam control 
valve, are in good condition and may be inspected upon 
request. 

The person whose tender is ey will be required 
to remove the Exhausters from the Engine Room as | 
soon as they are made available. 

Offers for same, endorsed ‘* Secondhand Exhausters, ’ 
should be forwarded to the undersigned not later than | 
March 20, 1948. 

R. L. Greaves, M.Inst.Gas E., 
Engineer and General Manager. 
St. Helens Corporation Gas Department, 
Warrington New Road, 
St. Helens, 
Lancs. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


CITY OF MANCHESTER 
(Gas DEPARTMENT.) 


THE Gas Committee invites tenders for the 
WORK and MATERIALS required in CLEANING 
AND PAINTING of portions of Nos. 1, 2, and 4 
GASHOLDERS at Gaythorn Works. 

Specification and form of tender may be obtained 
on application to the Commercial Manager and Secre- 
-— Gas Department, Town Hal!, Manchester, 2. 

ealed tenders in the envelope provided addressed 
to the Chairman of the Gas Committee and endorsed 
“Cleaning and Painting Gasholders ” must be delivered 
at the Gas Office, Town Hall, eo 2, not later 
than 5 p.m., Wednesday, April 21, 

The Committee does not bind heelf to accept the 
lowest or any tender, 


Town Hall, 
Manchester, 2. 








PHILIP B. DINGLE, 
Town Clerk. 





March 1948, 
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Glazing, 

ADLON, 
Ltp., 33, West Barnes Lane, S.W.20. 
Wimbledon 2591. 


WANDSW ORTH BORO UGH COUNCIL 


‘TENDERS are invited for the supply, delivery 
and fitting of GAS-FIRED BOILERS at the 
Public Baths, Clapham Manor Street, S.W.4. 

S cification, Schedule of Conditions, and form of 
tender should be obtained from the Borough Architect, 
-< ~ — Buildings, S.W.18. 

Tenders, enclosed in a plain sealed envelope en- 
dorsed “‘ Clapham Baths——-Gas-fired Boilers,” 
delivered at the Municipal Buildings, S.W.18, and 
placed in the Tender Box provided for the purpose not 
later than 12 noon on Wednesday, April 14, 1948. 

The Council does not bind itself to accept the lowest 
or any tender. 


London, 





ie R._H. JERMAN, 
Municipal Buildings, Town Clerk. 
Wandsworth, S.W.18. 


March 5, 1948. 


| SPENBOROUGH URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 


(Gas DEPARTMENT.) 
TO MAINLAYING CONTRACTORS. 


TENDERS are invited from Contractors for 
EXCAVATING, LAYING, JOINTING, TEST- 
ING, FILLING-IN, DISPOSAL OF SURPLUS 


| AND TEMPORARY ROAD REINSTATEMENT 
| WORK in connexion with the undermentioned Main- 


laying Schemes :— 

(a) 1,814 lineal yards of 12 in. bore SPUN-IRON 
TRUNK GAS MAIN AND SPECIALS in Whitehall 
Road, Hunsworth-Birkenshaw. 

(6) 420 lineal yards of 15 in. bore SPUN-IRON 


TRUNK GAS MAIN AND SPECIALS in Hudders- | 


field Road, Liversedge. 


The 12 in. and 15 in. gas mates, specials and joints | 


will be supplied by the Council. 

Specifications, with bills of quantities and tender | 
forms, can be obtained from the office of the Gas | 
Engineer, Mr. Arthur L. Jennings, M.Inst.Gas E., 
Gas-works, Cleckheaton, where the relative plans 
may be seen by appointment. 

Tenders, in envelopes sealed and endorsed “ Gas | 
Department Mainlaying,” and bearing no name or mark | 
to indicate the senders, must be delivered to the nder- | 
signed not later than Wednesday, March 31, 1948. 


D. Coupe, 
Town Hall, Clerk of the Council. 
Cleckheaton. 


March 4, 1948. 


APPOINTMENTS VACANT 


“None of the vacancies in these columns veleses to 
a man between the ages of 18 and 50, inclusive, or a 
woman between the ages of 18 and 40, inclusive, unless 
he or she is excepted from the provisions of the Control 
of Engagement Order, 1947, or the vacancy is for 
employment excepted from the provisions of ~ 
Order. 





WELLS GAS LIGHT COMPANY 


ANTED. First class GAS FITTER, one 
who is used to main and service laying-@ Union | 

rate of pay. House available shortly at moderate rent. 
Application to C. DuNN, Secretary and Manager, | 


| Gas Offices, Wells, Somerset. 
WANTED, 


a competent young -GAS f MAIN- 
LAYING AND SERVICELAYING FORE- 
MAN experienced in laying large and small gas mains. 


Ability to organize and control gangs and willingness 


to travel are requisite. Must be tactful and of good | 
personality. Permanency 
should apply to No. 9713, 
Court, Fleet Street, E. C4. 


LITTLEPORT GAS COMPANY, LIMITED 
| FOREMAN 


“Gas JouRNAL,” 11, Bolt 





required to take charge of works 


and district. Present annual output 34 millions. | 


| Good free house immediately available with allowance 
of coal and gas. Wages £6 per week or according to 


| ability. 


Apply with copies of Testimonials to L. C. B. 
WILLIAMS, Engineer and Manager, British Gas Light 
Co., Ltd., Thetford, Norfolk. 


| DRAUGHTSMEN required for permanent 
staff positions, with experience in the design 


and detailing of : 


(a) Carbonizing plants. 
(6) Mechanical handling plants. 


(c) Gas-works plant, including gasholders, purifiers, 


condensers, &c. 

Staff pension scheme in operation. Applications, 
with full particulars of age, experience and salary 
required, to ROBERT DEMPSTER & Sons, Ltp., Elland. 





A PROGRESSIVE Company in the Midlands, 
manufacturing Plastic Materials, requires the 
services of QUALIFIED ENGINEERS AND ME- 
CHANICAL AND ELECTRICAL DRAUGHTS- 
MEN. _ Applicants for the engineering appoint- 
ments should be at least_of Higher National Certificate 
standard. All applicants should have some experience 
of mechanical or chemical plant layout and design. 
The vacancies offer ample aga ne of advancement 
for the right type of applicant. fe gym ae stating 
previous experience, itions he and academic 
qualifications, should be sent to No. 9716, “* Gas 
— 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, 
E.C.4. 


must be | 


for the right man who | 


London, i 
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TECHNICAL ASSISTANTS. 


THE ee and Town Gas Light 
Com; vacancies for TECHNICAL 
| ASSISTANTS. A wide experience is offered to young 
| men with initiative who are willing to avail themselves 
of the opportunity. Applicants should hold at least 
the Ordinary Certificate of the Institution of Gas 
| Engineers in Gas egroones | (Manufacture). Salary 
| £300-£400 per annum accordin ng to age and experience. 
Applications should be sent to the undersigned not !ater 
|than March 31, 1948. 


|52, Sidney Street, 
Cambridge. 


J. Hunter Riocn, 
Managing Director. 





SHIFT SUPERINTENDENT. 


| SHIFT SUPERINTENDENT is required by 

the Cambridge University and Town Gas Light 
‘ Company. The appointment provides a good oppor- 
| tunity for young men to acquire experience of responsi- 
bility for the operation of a wide variety of plant. Some 
knowledge of vertical and horizontal retorts, water gas 
}and by-product plant is desirable. Candidates should 
| possess at least the Ordinary Grade Certificate of the 
| Institution of Gas Engineers in Gas Engineering 
|(Manufacture). The salary will be in accordance 
with age and experience and the person appointed 
will be required to work the normal rotating six-shift 
week. Applications should be sent to the undersigned 
not later than March 31, 1948. 


|52, Sidney Street, 
Cambridge. 


J. Hunter_Rrocx, 
Managing Director. 





BURGH OF FRASERBURGH GAS 
UNDERTAKING 


APPOINTMENT OF 
ENGINEER AND MANAGER. 


| THE Town Council invite applications from 
qualified GAS ENGINEERS who are corporate 
or associate members of the Institution of Gas En- 
i Salary A.P.T., Grade VII, 
£575 to £650, plus £60 per annum cost of living bonus. 
| Post is superannuable and successful candidate will 
|require to pass a medical examination. Candidates 
must have full knowledge of modern gas-works practice 
and be able to take full control of the gas undertaking. 
| Practical experience of Glover West continuous vertical 
retorts or similar types of plant, ancillary gas-works 
| plant and distribution of gas and sale and fitting of 
modern gas appliances will be an advantage. Applica- 
tions, with copies of three recent Testimonials, must be 
| lodged with subscriber on or before March 31, 1948 
Jas. M. Boyt, 
Town Clerk. 


THE WANDSWORTH AND DISTRICT GAS 
| COMPANY 


| | APPLICATIONS are invited from properly 

qualified persons to take charge of the Home 
— and also the Cookery Demonstra- 
tion St 


It is necessary that applicants have a good general 
education, hold recognized Diplomas in Domes.ic 
| Subjects and have had previous experience in conducting 
lectures, demonstrations, &c. 

The commencing salary offered is £500 per annum, 
and the successful candidate will be required to pass 
a medical examination. 


Applications, accompanied by copies of not more 
than two recent Testimonials, should be made to the 
| undersigned i in an envelope endorsed “‘ Home Service.” 


C. M. Crort, 
Fairfield Street, Managing Director. 
Wandsworth, S.W.18. 


February 26, 1948. 


CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF ABERDEEN 
DISTRIBUTION ENGINEER. 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the post of 

DISTRIBUTION ENGINEER in the Corpora- 
tion Gas Department, Aberdeen. 

Applicants must be corporate members of the Insti- 
| tution of Gas Engineers or of an engineering institution 
| of similar status, and experienced in the design and 
carrying out of gas distributior work, the organization 

of stores and workshops and the control of staff and 
workmen. 

The candidate selected will be required, under the 
| City Gas Engineer, to assume full responsibility for 
| the day to day control of the Distribution Department 
of the Gas Undertaking. 

The salary of the post will be in accordance with 
| Grade VII of the A.P.T. Division of the Scheme of 
Salaries and Conditions of Service adopted by the 
| National Joint Industrial Council for Local Authority 

| Services in Scotland, £575-£650, plus war increase 
at the rate of £60 per annum. 

The post is superannuable and the candidate selected 
| will be required to pass a medical examination before 
appointment. 

Applications, stating age, ase rg present 
appointment and experience, accompanied by a copy 
of each of three recent Testimonials, must lodged 
with H. S. Milne, City Gas Engineer, Cotton Street, 
Aberdeen, on or before Saturday, April 10, 1948. 

J. C. RENNIE, 
Town Clerk. 





Town House, 
Aberdeen. 
March 4, 1948. 
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COUNTY BOROUGH OF DARLINGTON 
(Gas DEPARTMENT.) 
SHIFT ENGINEER. 


APPLICATIONS are povtnndl for the position of 

SHIFT ENGINEE 

Consolidated salary in EM with the National 
Scale of Salaries, Grade A.P.T. II, commencing £420 
per annum, rising to £465 per annum. 

Applicants must have a sound practical experience 
in the control and —eaion of Glover West continuous 
vertical retorts, Humphreys & Glasgow C.W.G. plants 
and ancillary gas-works plant. , 

The successful candidate will be required to pass a 
medical examination. 

Applicants should not exceed 50 years of age. 

Applications, endorsed “Shift Engineer, Gas 
Department,” stating age, experience, qualifications, 
&c., together with copies of not more than two recent 
Testimonials, to be sent to the Gas ENGINEER AND 
Manacsr, Gas-works, John Street, Darlington, on or 
before Saturday, March 20, 1948. 








CITY OF MANCHESTER 
(Gas DEPARTMENT.) 


APPLICATIONS are invited for two COOKERY 

AND HOME SERVICE DEMONSTRA- 
TORS at a salary in accordance with the National 
Scales of Conditions of Service of the National Joint 
Council, Miscellaneous Division, i.e., £315, rising 
to £360 per annum (consolidated). 

Applicants should possess a recognized diploma in 
Domestic Science and be capable of demonstrating 
cookery, laundry and other home service subjects. 

Applications, with full details of age, present occupa- 
tion, qualifications, and experience, together with 
copies of two recent Testimonials, should be addressed 
to the Commerical Manager and Secretary, Gas Depart- 
ment, Town Hall, Manchester, 2, so as to be received 
not later than Monday, March 22, 1948. 

Envelopes should be endorsed ‘“‘ Cookery Demon- 
strators ” in the top left-hand corner. 

The successful candidates will be required to pass a 
medical examination before the appointments are 
confirmed and to contribute to the Corporation’s super- 
annuation fund. 

Copies of applications must not be sent to any mem- 
ber of the City Council. Canvassing in any form, oral 
or written, direct or indirect, is prohibited and will be 
regarded as a disqualification. 

PuiLie B. DINGLE, 
Town Hall, Manchester, 2. Town Clerk. 
March, 1948. 





CITY OF MANCHESTER 
(Gas DEPARTMENT.) 


PPLICATIONS are invited for the position of 
WORKS SUPERINTENDENT at the Rochdale 
Road Works of the Gas Department. 

The appointment is subject to the Conditions of 
Service and Salary Scales of the National Joint Council, 
“the salary being in accordance with Grade V of the 
A.P. & T. Division, i.e., £520 per annum, rising to 
£570 per annum (consolidated). 

The appointment will include, when available, 
house, coal and gas, the value of which are included in 
the salary. 

Applicants should have practical experience in the 
operation of vertical retort plant, benzole plant and 
concentrated liquor plant, with ability to supervise 
all maintenance work and take charge of the works 
in the absence of the Manager. 

Applications, endorsed ‘‘ Works Superintendent,” 
furnishing details of experience and technical qualifica- 
tions and accompanied by copies of two recent Testi- 
monials, should be delivered to the Commercial Manager 
and Secretary, Gas Department, Town Hall, Manchester, 
2, not later than Monday, March 22, 1948. 

The successful candi ate will be ‘required to pass a 
medical examination before the appointment is con- 
firmed and to contribute to the Corporation’s super- 
annuation fund. 

Copies of applications must not be sent to any member 
of the Gas Council. Canvassing in any form, oral or 
written, direct or indirect, is prohibited, and will be 
regarded as a disqualification. 

Puitie B. DINGLE, 
Town Hall, Manchester, 2. Town Clerk. 
March, 1948. 
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CITY OF MANCHESTER 
(Gas DEPARTMENT.) 


A® PPLICATIONS are fuotend for the 
ASSISTANT MAINS SURVEY 
Distribution Section of the Ges Danone, 
The appointment is subject to the Conditions of 

Service and C—/ Scales of the Nevionss Joint Council, 

the Ay he in accordance with Grade I of the 

A.P. Division, i.e., £390 per annum, rising to 

£435 per annum (consolidated). 

Candidates should have practical experience in the 
distribution of gas and be able to supervise the work 
of employees engaged in main and service laying. 

Applications, endorsed “ Assistant Mains Surveyor,” 
giving details are experience and technical Sa 
accompanied by copies of two recent Testimonials. 
should be dubraend to the Commercial Manager and 
Secretary, Gas Department, Town — Manchester, 2, 
not later than Monday, March 22, 1948. 

The successful candidate will be required to sa 
medical examination before the appointment is co: 
| agg contribute to the Corporation’s superannuation 
‘und. 

Copies of applications must not be sent to any member 
of the Gas Council. Canvassing in any form, oral 
or written, direct or indirect, is prohibited, and will be 
regarded as a disqualification. 


Town Hall, Manchester, 2. 
March, 1948. 


ition of 
in the 


Puitire B. DINGLE, 
Town Clerk. 





YORK, HARROGATE AND DISTRICT GROUP 
OF GAS COMPANIES 


TECHNICAL ASSISTANT, HARROGATE. 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the position of 
- oe ASSISTANT at the Harrogate 
or 


The commencing salary is £500 per annum. A co- 
partnership scheme is in operation. 


Applicants should state their experience in the control 
of vertical and horizontal retorts, and in C.W.G. 
manufacture. 


Possession of Certificates of the Institution of Gas 
Engineers in Gas Engineering will be an advantage. 


Applications, giving full details of age, training and 
experience, qualifications, &c., with copies of two recent 
Testimonials, to be received. by the undersigned not 
later than Monday, March 15, 1948. 


A. McDOonaLp, 
48, James Street, General Manager. 


_ aoe. 





TOTTENHAM AND DISTRICT GAS COMPANY 


APPLICATIONS are invited to fill the following 
vacancies : 


(a) An INDUSTRIAL ENGINEER experienced 
in the solution of heating problems in industrial gas 
equipment. 


The selected sogticane acting as immediate assistant 
to the Industrial Sales Manager would be responsible 
for complete schemes covering industrial process work, 
large scale a. central heating and hot water 
supply. He would be required to assume control of 
industrial fitting and maintenance work. 


The salary offered will depend on qualifications and 
experience, but will not be less than £700 per annum. 


(6) Two INDUSTRIAL SERVICE ENGINEERS 
experienced in the preparation of detailed schemes 
for heat services in industrial premises, and including 
a scale catering, central heating and hot water 
supply. 


The salaries offered will depend on qualifications and 
experience, but will not be less than £500 per annum. 


Preference will be given to applicants who are either 
Corporate Members of the Institution of Gas Engineers 
or who hold the National Certificate in M ical 
Engineering. 

Applications, accompanied by not more than three 
Testimonials, should reach the undersigned not later 
than Wednesday, March 31, 1948, 


H. C. Smit, 
Woodall House, Managing Director. 
658, Lordship Lane, 
Wood Green, N.22. 


March 10, 1948 


CITY OF BIRMINGHAM 
(Gas DEPARTMENT.) 


ASSISTANT MECHANICAL ENGINEER. 


PPLICATIONS are invited for the ition of 
ASSISTANT LPR ws penta GINEER 
at a commencing <t 35 per annum (maximum 
£600) in Nee ee Scale, A.P.T. 6, plus war bonus, 
ad resent £59 19s. per annum. 
didates should hold a degree in Engineering o: 
be a member of the Institution of Mechanical Engineers 
by examination. Those who have served an apprentice- 
ship in e ering will have favourable consideration. 
Age should not go te 33 years. 
ae appointment will be subject to the org ot 
Los Government Superennuation Act, 193 ", 
an e successful can te e req’ to pass a 
poe} th ful didate will b uired 
mi examination. 

Applications, stating age, training, qualifications 
and experience, together with the names of two persons 
from whom references can be obtained, should be 
addressed to the undersigned to arrive not later than 
March 31, 1948. 

ALEx. W. LEE, 


General Manager and Secretary. 
The Council House, 
Birmingham, 3. 
March 3, 1948. 





COUNTY BOROUGH OF ROCHDALE 
(Gas DEPARTMENT.) 
HOME SERVICE ADVISER. 


APPLICATIONS fare invited from qualified 

persons for the position of HOME SERVICE 
ADVISER. Applicants should have the diploma 
in Domestic Science or Institutional Management ot 
some recognized college. The successful applicant 
will be required to organize and conduct cookery 
demonstrations and advise consumers in their homes on 
the use of all classes of domestic apparatus. 

The salary paid will be in accordance with Miscel- 
laneous Division, Grade I, of the National Scales 
(£255, rising to £300 per annum), plus bonus, which 
is at present £48 per annum. ‘ 

The appointment will be subject to the provisions 
of the Local Government Superannuation Act, 1937, 
and the successful candidate will be required to pass a 
medical examination. 

Canvassing, directly or indirectly, will be a dis- 

ualification. Applicants must disclose whether to 

eir knowledge they are related to any member o1 
senior Officer of the cil, 

Applications, stating age, 


qualifications, present 
p geese sang if any, and 


experience, together with 

names of two persons to whom reference can be 

made, should be sent to the Engineer and Manager, 

=e Dane Street, Rochdale, not later than March 
> 


Town Hall, Rochdale. 
February 28, 1948. 


G. F. SIMMONDs, 
Town Clerk. 


BOROUGH OF OSSETT 
(Gas DEPARTMENT.) 


TECHNICAL ASSISTANT. 
(Exempt from Control of Engagement Order, 1947. 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the above 
position at a salary in accordance with Grade | 

of the A.P.T. Division of the National Scales of Salaries, 

£390—£15—£435, including bonus. 

Candidates should have a sound a experience 
in the control of C.W.G., plants and in purification, be 
capable of carrying out routine tests and have some 
drawing office experience. 

The appointment is subject to the provisions of the 
Local Government Superannuation Act, 1937, and the 
successful candidate will be required to pass a medical 
examination. 

A house, now vacant, is available at a reasonable 
rent. 

Applications, stating age, present position, qualifica- 
— experience, and copies of two recent Testimonials, 

id be forwarded to the Engineer and Manager, 
Ges oo Station Road, Ossett, no later than — 
> 


Town Hall, 
Ossett. 
March 2, 1948. 


B. FREEMAN, 
Town Clerk. 
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One of the many Holmes-Elex Detarrers in operation on Carburetted 
Water Gas. Capacity, 3 million cu. ft. of Gas per day. 
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Every 

gas furnace 

using 

air blast 

should be Fie sng sehlbesaicoeae  UMbId Mac Aotbias i: as 


e rectly mixes gas and air and maintains correct proportions 

fitted irrespective of changes in the gas or air pressures. Also, 

with this control reasonable air pressure only is required, 

° e which, if not already available, can be provided by a 
with this centrifugal fan. Many thousands in use. 


control p “KEITH BLACKMAN” 


TYPE 2 AUTOMATIC GAS & AIR 


° MIXTURE CONTROL 


KEITH BLACKMAN LTD., MILL MEAD ROAD, LONDON, N.17. TN: TOTTENHAM 4522 TA: “ KEITHBLAC PHONE LONDON.” 


UNDERPRESSURE ENGINEERING CO., LTD. 


UNION FOUNDRY, MANSFIELD, NOTTS. 
UNDERPRESSURE NORFOLK HOUSE, NORFOLK STREET, STRAND, W.C.2 CENTRAL ACTION 


CONNECTIONS Hbcricestaeie st 
SPLIT COLLARS Service Enquiries: TEMPLE BAR 2943. London Storehouse: 
SOCKET CLIPS VALE ROYAL, KING’S CROSS, N.7. 


Everything for Gas and Waterworks Maintenance 


DRILL STANDS 
SERVICE CLEANSERS 
TOOLS, ETC. 








I ntroducing A NEW PATENT SPRING-LOCK SAFETY DEVICE 
ADAPTABLE TO ANY PATTERN COCK EXCEPTING THE LARGE SIZES 


Wm. WHITEHOUSE and Company Ltd. | 


» J | Ilustration shows WS 
Manufacturers of Gas Main Cocks, Plug-in Cocks, etc. | safety device. in 
Empire Works, Brueton Street . - - Birmingham 4 LOCKED position 
Telephone : Aston Cross 2451 Telegrams : Empire Phone, Birmingham 
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Structural Steelwork 


GLOVER-WEST 


VERTICAL RETORTS (itasisies 


ALBION IRONWORKS 
MANCHESTER 


WEST’S 
GAS IMPROVEMENT CO. LTD. 


Miles Platting 
MANCHESTER 10 


Telephone: COLIyhurst 2961-2-3-4-5 
Telegrams: Stoker, Manchester 


London Office: 
COLUMBIA HOUSE, ALDWYCH, W.C.2 


Telephone: HCLborn 4108-9 
Telegrams: Wesgasco, Estrand 
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From ‘* Gasworks-to-Geyser ” provides the cheapest and most convenient 
District System of piped hot water. Pipe the gas from the works to the home 
and there turn it into an INSTANT and CONSTANT hot water supply. The 
most economic way of using coal for heating is to turn it into GAS (This 
conserves many essential by-products). The Geyser—bath, multipoint or sink— 
only burns gas to heat the exact amount of water warited at any time. Remember, 
there is a Ewart Geyser to suit every NEED. 


Call at EWART Showrooms: 169, Regent Street, W.1 and at the 
BUILDING CENTRE: 9, Conduit Street, W.1. 


EWART GEYSERS 3 


MULTIPOINT © BATH ¢ SINK 


EWART & SON, LTD., 14 WIGMORE ST., W.I. Works: LETCHWORTH, HERTS. Estd. 1834. 


3319 Branch Office: Waterloo Chambers, Fir Vale Road, BOURNEMOUTH. Tel. Bournemouth 4882 
Scottish Agents: J. S. MEECHIE, Ltd., 10-12, Crichton Street, Dundee 





